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Serving Christ well 
involves breaking out 
of treasured customs, 
breaking out of 
prejudices, and 
breaking out of the 
familiar and the 
comfortable. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 1990 
General Conference 
Information 
by Ken Mark 
This issue of the Evangelical Visitor 
includes the special General Conference 
insert. Please read carefully if you plan 
to attend General Conference, and please 
fill in all registration forms by June 1, 
1990. 
Your pastor has a limited number of 
extra copies of the registration form. 
You also may make photo copies to take 
care of your needs. A separate registra-
tion form is needed for each man, 
woman, and child attending Conference. 
The first business session of the 1990 
General Conference, convening at Mes-
siah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania, 
will be on Saturday, June 30, at 1:00 
p.m. Registration at conference will be 
on Friday evening, June 29, from 6 to 9 
p.m., and on Saturday, June 30, from 8 
a.m. to noon. The final business session 
is scheduled to conclude at noon on 
Thursday, July 5, 1990. If needed, there 
will be a Thursday afternoon session. 
No worship service will be conducted 
at the conference site on Sunday morn-
ing. You are strongly encouraged to 
attend an area Brethren in Christ Church. 
Transportation will be provided for 
those requesting it on the registration 
form. The Sunday lunch will be served 
until 2:00 p.m. to give you time to get 
back to the campus. Below is a list of 
area churches which will welcome you 
on Sunday morning. 
The Convention Director will again 
be assigning space for exhibits. Please 
make your request in terms of 8-foot 
modules. To cover costs, kindly include 
a check for $20 for each 8-foot table 
Churches you may visit at 
General Conference 
You are encouraged to visit one of the churches listed below 
on the Sunday morning of General Conference, July 1, 1990. 
No General Conference service is scheduled. Please indicate 
Air Hill, Chambersburg , 47, Gerald Wingert 
Blue Mounta in , Roxbury , 46, William Holtry 
Carlisle, Carlisle, 22, Kenneth O. Hoke 
Centerville, Lancaster, 48, Levi Brubaker 
Chambersburg , Chambersburg , 46 
Conoy , Elizabethtown, 32, Kenneth Engle 
Cross Roads, Mt. Joy , 39, Dale H. Engle 
Cumber land Valley, Dillsburg, 7, Ray D. Bert 
Dillsburg, Dillsburg, 4, J o h n A. Fries 
Elizabethtown, Elizabethtown, 31, David L. Hall 
Fair land, Lebanon, 39, Vernon Bosserman 
Fairview, New Cumber land , 10, Simon A. Lehman, Jr . 
Free Grace, Millersburg, 41, Charles Burgard 
Gran tham, Gran tham, 0, Robert B. Ives 
Hanover , Hanover , 26, Robert L. Keller 
Harrisburg, Harrisburg, 12, Glenn Dal ton 
Hershey, Hershey, 25, Earl Musser (interim) 
Hummels town, Hummels town, 20, Jay Sisco 
Lancaster, Lancaster, 48, James Ernst 
Locust Grove, York, 30. Barton Starr (interim) 
Manheim, Manheim, 45, Roy Peterman 
your choice on your registration Form A and request transpor-
tation if you need it. The list below gives: name of church, city, 
distance from Grantham, and pastor's name. 
Manor , Columbia, 48, J o h n Hawbaker 
Mastersonville, Manheim, 39. Harold Bowers 
Mechanicsburg, Mechanicsburg, 5, Kenneth R. Hepner 
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, 3, J. Robert Lehman 
Millersville, Millersville, 47, Eugene Heidler 
Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, 13, James W. Esh 
Mount Pleasant, Mt. Joy, 39, Jerel Book 
Mount Rock, Shippensburg, 45, J o h n W. Schock 
Palmyra, Palmyra, 27, Marlin Zook 
Peace Light, McKnightstown, 35, Robert Hamway 
Pleasant View, Red Lion, 35, Marvin Keller 
Redland Valley, York Haven, 10, Clyde Michener 
Ridgevue, Lewisberry, 14, L. Douglas Lichty 
Roseglen, Duncannon, 30, Paul Fuller 
Shenks, Elizabethtown, 29, James I. Artz 
Skyline View, Harrisburg, 25, J o h n Reitz 
South Mounta in , Shippensburg, 45, Stephen Russell 
Speedwell Heights, Lititz, 47, Keith Tyson 
Wesley, Mt. Holly Springs, 15, William Baublitz, J r . 
West Shore, Mechanicsburg, 8, James Sollenberger 
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Pre-Conference Meeting: The Board 
for Congregational Life is sponsoring a 
pre-conference event on Thursday and 
Friday before General Conference. The 
sessions will be on the Messiah College 
campus. You are welcome to attend. 
The Conference theme is "Growing To-
gether: Renewing and Reviving the Con-
gregation"and the speaker will be David 
Mains. See the announcement on page 
21 of this issue of the Evangelical Visitor 
for details. You will need to use the 
General Conference registration form 
for this conference. 
A core course on "Brethren in Christ 
History" taught by Dr. E. Morris Sider 
and sponsored by the Board for Minis-
try and Doctrine will be offered from 
Saturday, June 23, through Friday, 
June 29. Registration will be handled by 
another office. For more information, 
contact Bishop Glenn Ginder. 
needed. A limited number of tables will 
be near electrical outlets. If you need an 
outlet, be sure to include that informa-
tion with your request and check (made 
out to General Conference). 
Boards, committees, and agencies may 
submit requests to the Convention 
Director for meeting rooms to be used 
before or during the Conference. These 
reservations may be made either before 
or during the Conference. Give date and 
time, and how many will be in the 
group. The President's Dining Room 
may be booked for mealtimes. 
Boards, committees, or agencies wish-
ing to schedule a special meeting and/ or 
place an announcement in the General 
Conference Program need to contact 
Mona Engle; R.D. 1, Box 464; Mt. Joy, 
PA 17552; telephone (717)653-2560. The 
deadline for this is Feb. 1. 
From now through June, each issue 
of the Evangelical Visitor will have Gen-
eral Conference Information. You will 
find it helpful to keep these issues at 
hand. 
For more information, contact Ken 
Mark, Convention Director, 304 Berk-
shire Rd., Mechanicsburg, Pa., 17055. 
Phone: 717-766-8914. If no one answers, 
you may leave a recorded message. • 
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For the congregation, it seemed 
like a normal Sunday morning. The 
English pastor conducted the regular 
service, then went into his pulpit as 
usual when it was time to present his 
se rmon for the day. As he took his 
place, he removed a mirror f r o m 
beneath the pulpit desk and placed it 
to his best advantage. He then with-
drew a large basin, and a pitcher of 
hot water, and placed them before 
him. Next he found a mug of soap, a 
razor, and a towel. Preparing his 
face, and lathering it well, he care-
fully began to shave in the full sight 
of the congregation. They all seemed 
to be wide awake by this time. When 
he concluded his task, he removed 
the remaining lather, gathered all the 
equipment , basin and mirror, and 
put them neatly away again in their 
place. He then brought the service to 
a close, pronounced the benediction 
and dismissed them all. Joining his 
own family he went home with them 
for their Sunday dinner. 
The minister was barely seated at 
the table when there was a knock at 
the door . It was two of the elders 
f r o m the church. They had come, it 
seemed, about the morning service. 
"Ah," said the pastor, "did you notice 
what happened today?" 
Yes, they had noticed! 
"And, are people talking about 
w h a t t o o k place in c h u r c h this 
morning?" 
"Yes, people are already talking 
about it." 
"And, do you think that other 
people in the village might hear 
about this and begin talking abou t 
it?" 
"Yes, we are afraid that that is 
what is going to happen , " they said. 
Henry Miller is pastor of Fellowship 
Chapel in the Bronx, New York. This article 
is adapted from a message given at the 1989 
Atlantic Regional Conference. 
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F o r some reason the minister 
seemed pleased. It may have been 
the first thing he had ever said or 
done f r o m that pulpit that got at ten-
tion beyond the fou r walls of the 
church. 
At this conference we are consid-
ering "Gett ing Into The Wor ld . " I 
wonde r why? To be sure, there is a 
t remendous world of need out there. 
But are we locked into our own lives, 
our past or our present, so tightly 
tha t the good news does not easily 
move out f r o m us? T h o m Hopler 's 
book A World of Difference graphi-
cally pictures our situations. The 
cover design shows 10 people, each 
of a different race or culture, and 
each standing in his own little cubi-
cle, with no doors of access to his 
next-door neighbors. 
While it may be encouraging that 
today we are considering how to get 
into the world, is it not just a little 
strange that we should d o so? After 
all, why should such consideration 
be necessary? Doesn' t J o h n 3:16 tell 
us that first of all God sent his Son 
into the world? And Acts 17 records 
how the obedient apostles and disci-
ples became men who "having caused 
t rouble all over the wor ld" went to 
Thessalonica (and other cities), set-
ting a pa t te rn for personal and city-
wide evangelism. Have we some-
where retreated f r o m God ' s pur-
pose? Have we become monastic, 
and kept the news to ourselves? 
W h e n did we leave the world? If we 
are having trouble keeping in touch 
with the world, what barriers keep 
us away? What b a m b o o curtains or 
Berlin walls have we built between 
our little churches and those on the 
outside? 
We thought in the past we should 
emphasize that Christ ians are to be 
highly separated f r o m the world. 
But that good instruction has some-
times been to the detriment of Christ's 
cause. When we tell a new believer to 
leave all his fo rmer associates lest 
they entice him again to the old life, 
what have we done? The holy line 
which separates us f r o m the world 
and its godless system dare not 
become a wall which later becomes 
almost impossible to cross with the 
Christian witness. Dr. Samuel Shoe-
While it may be 
encouraging that 
today we are 
considering how to 
get into the world, 
is it not just a 
little strange that 
we should do so? 
When did we leave 
the world? 
maker, in his classic Apologia For 
My Life, says it so movingly: 
I stay near the door . 
I neither go too far in, nor stay too 
far out, 
The door is the most important 
door in the world— 
It is the door th rough which men 
walk when they find God. 
There's no use my going way inside, 
and staying there, 
When so many are still outside and 
they, as much as I, 
Crave to know where the door is. 
And all that so many ever find 
Is only the wall where a door ought 
to be. 
They creep along the wall like blind 
men, 
With outstretched, groping hands, 
Feeling for a door , knowing there 
must be a door , 
Yet they never find it . . . 
So I stay near the door . 
Sometimes we still create barriers 
that impede our ministry to the 
world for which Christ died. And 
sometimes there are walls already 
built that we must destroy. As I view 
my own pilgrimage, I see how God 
was at work to show me ways to 
break through. Today I crossed the 
Hudson River and drove on through 
Patterson, New Jersey, with its many 
towers and spires pointing skyward. 
Had I continued just 200 miles more, 
I would have arrived by that very 
expressway at my boyhood home. I 
think, is this all the far ther I have 
come? Only 200 miles. But it is 
indeed a different world; almost a 
galaxy away, it seems. Gigantic cul-
tural changes have come about with-
out my crossing to another continent. 
In my protected boyhood on a 
small f a r m in Pennsylvania , my 
closest contact with a world other 
than my little one was to occasion-
ally see a hobo on our country road, 
going wherever the day would take 
him. And even then mother called us 
inside to watch until he was safely 
out of sight. And just as rare a sight 
was a person with skin color darker 
than mine. Truly, such strangeness 
was both a curiosity, and—as we 
then imagined—a potential danger 
as well. How much my world has 
changed! And life is not so simple. I 
remember our first telephone. The 
numbers were short , and there were 
few of them. Now I can remember 
very few numbers , for there are 92 
different prefixes in the Bronx alone! 
Breaking out of treasured customs 
If we are to serve Christ well in our 
generation, it will require f requent 
breaking out. We will need to break 
out of our treasured customs as 
surely as did Peter, who in Acts 
10:28 told Cornelius, "It is against 
our law for a Jew to associate with a 
Gentile or visit him." It was an 
uncomfor table moment for Peter, 
but God was working, and Peter 
soon dropped his objections. It re-
minds me of an incident I heard Dr. 
Howard Hendricks tell some years 
ago and which is recounted in Bob 
Smith's book When All Else Fails, 
Read the Directions. Dr . Hendricks 
was asked to lead a Bible study in the 
absence of the regular leader. He 
arrived at the house, opened the 
f ront door and found the living 
room filled with smoke. He said, 
"I 'm awfully sorry. I have the wrong 
house." 
"No, you're Mr. Hendricks, aren't 
you? We're waiting for the Bible 
study. Come on in." 
"Here?" 
"Here." 
"On the sofa was a large woman, 
dragging on a cigarette. On her lap 
was a Scofield Bible, no less, and she 
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his ministry in the city of Newark 
comes f rom outside of New York 
and New Jersey. People f r o m Los 
Angeles are glad to suppor t his 
urban ministry in Newark, but make 
sure you don' t ask those same people 
to get involved in Los Angeles. That 
mission field is too close! Friends of 
ours who served for a time in Africa 
felt strong support for their ministry 
there. They were affirmed as doing 
" the greatest t h i n g " in going to 
Africa. 
But when they went to serve in the 
inner city of the Bronx, there was a 
noticeable lack of enthusiasm for 
their call to that very needy place. 
Once, when pastor of a very rural 
congregation and limited outreach 
possibilities, I began to notice a 
development of a hundred or more 
new homes in a nearby town. There 
were no churches in the new area, 
but there was a vacant lot, and the 
owner gave us use of that for a 
summer VBS. Men f rom our church 
mowed down the weeds, set up a 
large tent, dug a pit for an ou tdoor 
toilet. We improvised furni ture f rom 
saw horses, concrete blocks, boards, 
and planks. Our family moved in 
with a trailer and lived there for the 
two-week period of the school. The 
first morn ing—how exciting! The 
kids came f r o m all directions, 100 of 
them, and all colors and nationali-
ties. It was a beautiful experience; we 
made new friends with the local fam-
ilies, got into their homes, and our 
children played with their new friends 
in that community. 
Then we began to hear little mur-
murs of discontent among members 
of the support ing church. Negative 
comments were made about our 
children playing with "those kids." 
And, "Would you want your child to 
marry a black person?", as though 
childhood play led inevitably to mar-
riage. It was hard to concede that 
these things were being expressed, 
especially by persons who themselves 
had family members serving in Breth-
ren in Christ missions in Africa! 
But then we learned of a very 
beautiful response on the par t of a 
wise lady in the congregation, herself 
the mother of overseas missionary 
daughters . Her five words were, 
Breaking out of prejudices 
I have recently come to live in a 
world with strange-sounding names, 
many and varied ethnic groups, and 
a beautiful garden of different skin 
colors. There are, for me, new forms 
of worship and kinds of music, and 
languages that are very foreign. (In 
the Elmhurst area of Queens alone 
there are 100 different languages 
spoken, and over 50,000 Muslims in 
that city). I reflect on God's leading 
t h r o u g h the var ious l i fe-stat ions 
along the way f rom tiny Mackey-
ville, Pa., in the 1930s to New York 
City in the 1980s. God gave me my 
first significant cross-cultural expe-
rience during college and I taught a 
class of Sunday school boys—some 
f r o m Hispanic homes—outdoors in 
a southern California trailer court. 
And I began with a gospel team to 
visit the city missions of Los Angeles 
where we saw close-up the drunks 
sheltered unde r newspapers , the 
hungry, and the homeless. All of 
these things left an impression on my 
life, and were God's way of helping 
me see the world in new ways. 
Our prejudices sometimes take 
strange directions, even in the con-
text of the church's mission. T h o m 
Hopler says much of the money for 
blew smoke across its pages as she 
said, " W h o o o ! Wha t do you think 
Paul meant by this?" 
Hendr icks t h o u g h t to himself , 
"Fr iend , you can't come to know 
Christ in here!" But he says he was 
never more wrong. He thought this 
lady's problem was her smoke, but 
that wasn' t her problem at all. It was 
her soul. And most of us can' t get 
past the smoke to the soul. I recall 
when Mar tha and I decided that it 
was t ime to make some of our new 
fr iends more comfor table in our 
home by providing ashtrays for them 
when they came to see us. It was 
certainly not fo r our comfor t , but it 
was for their welcome. God teaches 
us that our customs, lifestyle, and 
yes, even our convictions, dare not 
stand as barriers to friendship and 
witness. Love and acceptance are 
essential in soul-winning, and like 
Paul , we can be all things to all men, 
and save some. 
As we break out 
to go into our 
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"That color won' t rub off!" Delight-
ful! And we knew then that there is 
great hope for the gospel, and its 
power to cross all human lives and 
every man-made barrier. But there is 
another place for breaking out: 
Breaking out of the familiar 
and the comfortable 
In the first century the Holy Spirit 
saw that this came about through 
p e r s e c u t i o n . T h e cozy re l ig ious 
co rne r s in J e r u s a l e m were s o o n 
broken open as disciples fled to 
Cyprus, to Antioch, to the coastal 
cities of J o p p a and Caesarea, up into 
Samaria , and far beyond. 
Sometimes such breaking out for 
us begins by our becoming willing 
first of all to take a look over our 
walls at the world beyond us. And 
when we look past our long-comfort-
able rural "boxes ," we are amazed to 
see tha t God has placed the whole 
world at our feet, in the cities not fa r 
away. And our Savior Jesus—who 
had such great love for the city, 
weeping over its spiritual poverty— 
will take away our fears of the cities 
and give us a love for them, too. We 
love people, and want to serve them, 
and it is the cities which bring all the 
people g r o u p s toge ther in to one 
place. Ray Bakke reminds us that 
Jesus was himself a mixed-race Sav-
ior. His genealogy includes the names 
of fou r women who were Mary's 
ancestors. All fou r were foreigners, 
and all had histories of varying 
degrees of scandal. T a m a r a n d Rahab 
were Caananites . Ruth was a Moab-
itess. Bathsheba was a Hittite. Jesus 
was descended f r o m these! 
Jesus beautifully fits our world, 
including our cities where all the 
nat ions flow together. In our one 
block of Tremont Avenue, the West 
Indies folks sell their spicy island 
food across the street; the Chinese 
serve their varieties of chicken, pork , 
and shrimp; the Italians have the 
best pizzas and parmigianas ; the 
Korean's fruit stand offers a daily 
delicious array; and the Puerto Rican 
families operate the several bodegas 
on the corners. Mixed with all of 
these are our Latin American neigh-
bors, the Portuguese, the blacks, the 
Guyanese, and of course, a few of us 
pale, white imports f rom still other 
places. 
As we break out to go into our 
world, it must inevitably be toward 
the cities. Less than two percent of 
our American populat ion any longer 
tends the farms. One half of all the 
world's five billion people are in the 
cities—half of the Brethren in Christ 
are needed there too, where is found 
the broad spectrum of the greatest 
human needs. When the disciples 
left Jerusalem for Antioch, they were 
invading the Las Vegas or Atlantic 
City of their day, and the third larg-
est city of the Roman Empire. And it 
was then f r o m that same great city 
that the Spirit called Barnabas and 
Saul to begin a ministry that spread 
to all the major cities of Asia and 
Europe, even to Rome which at that 
time already had a populat ion of one 
million people. 
The gospel was so rapidly spread 
in a few decades precisely because 
God's people went to the cities, 
where the constant exchange of trav-
elers carried the good news to every 
out-of-the-way place as Well. 
In the city, there is no end to the 
need for the presence of Christ's 
people. You know that there is found 
so much unemployment , and home-
lessness, and violence, and family 
insecurity, and poverty. But may 1 
also tell you—there you will also 
find so much responsiveness to love, 
and so many prospects for the gos-
pel, and many, many people deeply 
devoted to taking the Lord's way! 
Out of the very heavy lives which so 
many in the city experience, it is not 
surprising that they eagerly come to 
the prayer mee t ing—for no th ing 
other than to pray. Or, that a satisfy-
ing experience of worship is not 
limited to two quickly sung hymns, a 
Scripture and a sermon, then hurry 
home for dinner. For many, the 
worship experience is the one bright 
hope in a week filled with burdens 
too heavy for anyone to carry alone. 
The service is not a burden—rather 
it is a lifter for a heavy heart. 
I feel like s tanding in behalf of all 
the c i ty-burdened people of our 
world, and saying as did one other in 
Acts 16, "Come over into Macedo-
nia, and help us." That same cry can 
come f r o m anywhere. It comes f r o m 
Jeremiah weeping for his city, "Is it 
noth ing to you, all you who pass by? 
Look around you and see. Is any 
suffering like my suffering?" And it 
comes f r o m each of the more than 
290 cities on earth now having more 
than one million people each. 
I believe we have a c o m m o n con-
cern for the unreached in our world. 
We hear Ray Bakke, when he sug-
gests that we do not save the cities 
with programs, but rather by "flesh-
ing out the gospel." And one way we 
do that is by having Christians delib-
erately and strategically moving into 
the needy and run-down neighbor-
hoods. There they can make rela-
tionships and share the gospel. Bakke 
says that the bigger the city, the more 
personal we must become. C o m e to 
think of it, isn't that what Jesus did? 
Moved into our run-down neigh-
borhood. And became personal. God 
with us! 
May the words of a hymn written 
by Frank Mason Nor th call us to a 
worthy response: 
Where cross the crowded ways of 
life, 
where sound the cries of race and 
clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife, 
we hear thy voice, O son of Man! 
In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds dark with 
fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of 
greed, 
we catch the vision of thy tears. 
O Master, from the mountainside, 
make haste to heal these hearts of 
pain; 
among these restless throngs 
abide, 
O tread the city's streets again. 
Till sons of men shall learn thy 
love, 
and follow where thy feet have 
trod; 
till glorious from thy heaven above 
shall come the City of our God. 
Amen. 
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. . if you bestow your bread upon the 
hungry, and relieve men in misery, then light 
shall dawn for you in darkness, your dull 
hour shall be bright as noon, and evermore 
shall the Eternal guide you, guarding you 
without fail; he will refresh you in dry places, 
and renew your strength, till you are like a 
watered garden, like an oasis with a stead-
fast spring. Your sons shall build once more 
the ancient ruins, and old foundations you 
shall raise again; you shall be called the re-
pairer of ruins, the restorer of wrecked homes/ 
This passage f r o m the prophet 
Isaiah makes some interesting points. 
God promises to bless those who get 
involved in reach ing out to the 
hungry, the oppressed, those beaten 
down by life and its circumstances. 
We are promised joy, refreshment, 
renewed strength, a f rui t ful life, and 
a rewarding ministry. He does not 
promise material blessing, at least in 
this passage, but something much 
more valuable: that " y o u " a n d "your 
sons" will make a difference in the 
world, that "you shall be called the 
repairer of ruins, the restorer of 
wrecked homes ." What a memorial 
tribute! 
1 a m burdened by the increasing 
tide of homelessness, poverty, injus-
tice, and oppression—at home and 
round the world. All indications are 
that these societal problems can only 
increase. Sometimes it seems like 
our communit ies are spiraling down-
ward , caught in a devastat ing whirl-
pool of economic, social, political, 
and spiritual crises. (Lest we begin to 
think the world has never seen such 
da rk days, we need to read the Old 
Tes tament . God spoke to many of 
the same issues through his prophets.) 
(Isaiah 58:10-12, Moffatt) 
Will the Christian Church be asleep 
when these crises reach our f ront 
door? Are we perhaps trying to 
ignore the issues already on our 
thresholds? Often we as evangelists 
are not the best at discerning future 
trends and preparing for what is to 
come; the liberal camp often leads 
the way. 
My husband and I have learned 
f r o m recent experience that to get 
involved with people in crisis is 
costly. It has cost us a great deal of 
time, emotional energy, and money. 
It has made us angry yet hopeful , 
depressed yet strangely buoyed up 
by the Spirit. We have been " taken" 
a few times because of our naivete 
and inexperience, but we have never 
come to the point of saying, "That 's 
the last time I will get involved!" We 
still have much to learn: how to 
create some emotional distance be-
tween us and those needing our help, 
how to help others help themselves, 
how to handle the hurt that comes 
when we are m i s u n d e r s t o o d by 
others. 
Recently we have been trying to 
settle a family that would have been 
homeless. There was no way we 
could have foreseen the complica-
tions that arose. They are where they 
are today because of many poor 
choices in the past, poor value judg-
ments, and a lack of good models 
within their immediate families. 
They are also where they are, I am 
now convinced, because many things 
are stacked against the poor in our 
society. T o get a car on the road 
legally, for instance, you not only 
have to buy the car. You must insure 
it, inspect it, make necessary repairs, 
pay for tags and registration, and 
sometimes a few other costs along 
the way. For many people, there is 
never enough money accumulated 
to get a start, and many jobs (and we 
all know people need jobs) are de-
pendent upon having transportat ion. 
We have also observed a basic 
lack of trust between the poor and 
the agencies who service them. The 
poor learn to become, in some cases, 
con artists in order to get a round red 
tape. The government responds with 
more red tape. On and on it goes in 
an ever-widening circle of disrespect. 
As the poor increase and govern-
ments are more and more unable (or 
unwilling) to cope, the Christian 
Church will need to stand in the gap. 
Do we have the moral fiber to do so? 
What will it take? 
First, it will take a new steeling of 
the will to get involved and stay 
involved. Many times it does not 
"feel good" to be in this ministry. We 
need to stay close to God to keep 
f r o m getting bitter. A close reading 
Do we have wha 
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of Nehemiah shows us that when he 
set his heart and mind to do the 
Lord 's work, there were enemies 
without and within seeking to sab-
otage the job . There will be times 
you will feel it is hopeless ("these 
people will never change"), when 
you are sick of the problems ("if I get 
one more phone call for t ranspor ta-
tion today, I'll scream"), when you'd 
like to shake people and say, "Can ' t 
you see that if you make such a 
choice today, this will be the result 
t omor row?" But God felt many of 
these same feelings as he brooded 
over the disobedience of his people 
in the days of Jeremiah. Why should 
we expec t o u r min i s t ry to be 
different? 
Secondly, it requires patience, a 
willingness to look back and see how 
far people have come, rather than 
concent ra t ing on how far they still 
must go to be a contributing member 
of society. Value judgments can be 
t rans formed, thank God, through 
their coming to Christ and allowing 
him to rule their lives. But some psy-
chological pat terns built up over the 
years take t ime to break and re-
shape. We need to learn when to 
push, when to confront , when to 
aff irm, and when to step aside and 
wait for change to come. 
Thirdly, it requires a willingness 
to accept possible failure, on our 
part and theirs. Our idea of "success" 
may have to be revised f r o m time to 
time. We need to be there for others, 
however, even in times of failure. 
Did Christ do less for Peter? 
Fourthly, this work requires peo-
ple who are willing to do tiring, 
unglamorous, nitty-gritty, practical 
work—to see that groceries are car-
ried in; that babies have formula and 
diapers; that t ransportat ion is pro-
vided to clinics, jobs, and social ser-
vice agencies until they can provide 
their own; that financial and spirit-
ual counse l l ing are ava i lab le as 
needed. For all of us, life is made up 
of many little details that need atten-
tion. We need to have the patience 
and the stamina to work through 
those details without a lot of fanfare. 
Perhaps most impor tan t of all, a 
very great part of this work is being a 
friend and an advocate for those 
needing help. This means standing 
it takes? 
(to minister to the poor) 
.by Verna O. Schwartz 
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in the gap with employers, land-
lords, legal personnel, social service 
agencies. It is surprising to me how 
an "upstanding citizen of the com-
muni ty" at the side of a needy person 
cuts through red tape! Your physical 
presence says, "This person is worthy 
of respect and help." 
Humility and love need to be 
present in all we say and do. It is a 
fact that only the grace of God has 
brought us the blessings we have 
experienced in life. The realization 
of that fact will kill any feelings of 
pride we may have in our own 
accomplishments . I think most of us 
forget how swiftly we could also be 
poor or homeless if our family, 
church, employment , and fr iendship 
networks would suddenly and tragi-
cally be destroyed. Even Christ him-
self was homeless at one point in his 
earthly ministry (Mat t . 8:20). 
It is true that af ter some hands-on 
involvement, one soon discovers his 
or her own limitations in terms of 
the physical and emotional stamina 
needed to deal with other people's 
problems. A family will of ten learn 
that they can be deeply involved 
with only one case at a time. This is 
no reason to walk away f r o m such 
ministry, however. It simply means 
that having a team around you to 
help share the burden is an excellent 
idea. 
As a Christian Church are we will-
ing to allow God to re-shape our 
atti tudes toward the less fortunate? 
To do so may involve some risky 
ideas and actions: i.e., welcoming 
adult A I D S victims into our congre-
gations, finding ways to lovingly 
minister to AIDS-infected babies, 
deciding to invest in low-cost hous-
ing for the poor instead of moderniz-
ing our sanctuaries, being advocates 
for ex-convicts or the mentally re-
tarded in our communities. 
To "build once more ancient ruins" 
and to "raise old founda t ions" is 
hard work. It is not done without 
toil; it is not done in a day. If we are 
to become "repairers of ruins" and 
"restorers of wrecked homes," it will 
take long-term commitment . 
Do we have what it takes? 
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Brethren in Christ 
study and write about 
Women in Ministry 
(PART II) 
In Part One of this article (December 
1989 Visitor), the author began a study 
of what the Brethren in Christ have been 
writing, publishing, and studying on the 
subject of women in public ministry 
from 1887-1987. 
Early in this period (1887-1899) 
numerous articles appeared in the Vis-
itor encouraging women to testify in 
public meetings. In the years from 1900 
to 1969, however, she noted a marked 
decline in the number of Visitor articles 
on the subject. Between 1921 and 1940, 
for example, she found only one—a 
news item about Presbyterian women 
charged as elders to minister in a leper 
asylum. 
The period of 1970-1979 
Dur ing the silent years, women 
were making significant contr ibu-
tions to the church in its mission's 
program, Christian education efforts, 
in the home and as contributing writ-
ers to the church publications. How-
ever, in the decade of the 1970s the 
interest in women and public minis-
try experienced a resurrection. 
Notes and Queries in its October 
1970 issue printed "The W o m e n -
God Bless Them." Though the author 
chose to say only that the article was 
"By a Brethren in Christ W o m a n , " 
o ther sources in the Archives name 
the a u t h o r as Mir iam Bowers. In the 
article she wrote of a Brethren in 
Christ Church where an invitation 
was given to respond to a call of 
Christ ian ministry as a vocation. 
A m o n g those s tanding were some 
young women. She sought to answer 
her own question of what possible 
avenue of service a woman could 
follow in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Her brief review of the con-
tr ibution of women in the past re-
vealed that "they may have been 
given more recognition at the turn of 
the century than is now accorded to 
them." At the time of the writing, she 
stated that no w o m a n had served on 
a major denominat ional board with-
in the past fifty years. She challenged 
the readers that when considering 
the great potential of women in the 
past and the present, "perhaps the 
t ime has come for officials to give 
considerat ion to their position and 
to grant to women equal and fully 
recognized opportunit ies to serve 
Christ through His church." 
As though to register a male re-
sponse, Carl ton O. Wittlinger au-
thored December 1970 Evangelical 
Visitor article entitled, "The Role of 
W o m e n in the Church . " He began 
by asking, "What should we make of 
the fact, for example, that the struc-
tures and decision-making processes 
of our church life are so overwhelm-
ingly male dominated? Is this the 
outcome of a well-conceived theol-
ogy of the roles of men and women, 
or is it the result of social accultura-
tion?" After listing seven current 
situations that revealed how little 
w o m e n were uti l ized, he asked , 
"should we not face squarely the 
possibility that the contemporary 
situation may be an aff ront to the 
dignity and a waste of the talents of 
Brethren in Christ women?" 
Lucille Sider Dayton , in a J u n e 
25, 1975, Evangelical Visitor article 
enti t led " W o m e n ' s Place . . . , " 
stressed that the discussion is not 
new, for "evangelical Christians in 
the last century struggled deeply 
with many of the same issues that are 
surfacing today." 
An undated paper by Lucille Marr 
entitled "The Role of Women in the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Histor-
ical Perspective" is filed in the Ar-
chives of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Likely written in the mid-
1970s, three articles also were printed 
in the Evangelical Visitor by Mar r in 
late 1975 containing some of the 
same material found in the paper. 
Mar r recorded interesting accounts 
of women in the past who found 
ways to serve. She offered insights 
into the influence the Wesleyan holi-
ness movement had on the f reedom 
or lack of it which Brethren in Christ 
women experienced. 
Minutes of the July 3, 1975, joint 
meeting of the Board of Bishops and 
the Ministerial Credentials Board 
record that Roy Peterman was asked 
to "do a theological study on the 
Principles and Problems in the Cre-
dentialing of Women and the Or-
da in ing of W o m e n . " Pe t e rman ' s 
paper , entitled "The Role of Women 
In Our Churches ," looked at women 
in the New Testament , commented 
on Paul 's teachings which have been 
interpreted to assign women to infe-
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rior roles in church life, and asked 
for a reconsideration of women's 
roles in today 's Brethren in Christ 
churches. He fur ther asserted that 
the Apostle Paul 's teachings have 
been used to maintain the status 
quo. He called the church to "pro-
vide equal opportunit ies for all in the 
body of Christ to use their gifts for 
the benefit and building up of the 
church ." 
"Reflections and Quest ions" was 
authored by Debbi Sisco and printed 
in the Evangelical Visitor in July 
1976. In the article Debbi recounts 
her experience at a conference where 
the g roup focused on " W o m e n in 
Ministry." She closed with several 
probing questions: 
Can we deny a woman who has 
sensed a call from God and has 
the appropriate gifts the privilege 
ofpastoring a church? Some of us 
may have no personal objections 
to women serving as pastors. But 
do we have the courage to help 
such women find a church in 
which to serve? We have trusted 
women to teach the Good News 
to children in their important, 
formative, growing up years. Can 
we not trust them to preach a 
credible gospel to adults as well? 
In the March 10, 1977, issue of 
Evangelical Visitor, J o h n Zercher's 
editorial asked for ideas for graduate 
research projects that could benefit 
the church. T o tha t request Ru th 
Zook , missionary in J apan , wrote 
and suggested a study "on the place 
of women in the ministry of the 
church ." She called for something 
tha t was balanced and not defensive 
of the posit ion of either men or 
women. 
T h e 1978 Genera l Con fe r ence 
M i n u t e s record tha t Confe rence 
asked the Board of Administrat ion 
to study the church's position re-
garding w o m e n and the pastoral 
ministry and take to the 1980 Gen-
eral Conference a statement with 
possible manua l revision recommen-
dat ions. The Board of Adminis t ra-
t ion was to be in consultat ion with 
the Ministerial Credentials Board, 
the Peace and Social Concerns Com-
mittee, local congregat ions , and 
other resource groups. 
The period from 1980-1987 
The 1980s started on an encourag-
ing note for those in the denomina-
tion who hoped for a more equal 
utilization of the talents and gifts of 
all members. The Board of Adminis-
trat ion (BOA) appointed the Com-
mit tee on W o m e n and Pas to ra l 
Ministry which met in November 
1979 and April 1980. The committee 
asked the BOA for the privilege of 
meeting with a representative f rom 
the Board of Bishops, the Board of 
Missions, the Board of Christian 
Educat ion, and the Ministerial Cre-
dentials Board. The representatives 
met with the committee in their 
April 26, 1980, meeting. In that 
meeting, papers and reports were 
read in ful f i l lment of commit tee 
members 'ear l ier assignments. Lynn 
Thrush presented his paper, "The 
Theology of Women in Pastoral 
Ministry,"followed by Dorothy Gish 
and Winnie T h u m a who read papers 
in response. 
The committee reported that at 
the April 1980 meeting, among other 
things, they discussed the significance 
of what Christ did in his interchange 
with women. They favored proceed-
ing with a low-key approach to the 
issue within the denominat ion while 
discovering ways to educate at the 
ministerial and lay levels. They saw 
value in allowing change to take 
place slowly, so that success in per-
It seems to me that 
in order for us to 





going to have, one 
or two churches will 
need to be willing 
to be the pioneers. 
formance could aff irm the ministry 
of women. They viewed team minis-
try and co-authori ty as having posi-
tive implications as well as compli-
cations. 
The committee noted their will-
ingness to make specific recommen-
dations but saw worth in allowing 
educative processes to precede any 
recommendat ions. The committee 
felt they should move deliberately, 
using Thrush's, Gish's and Thuma 's 
papers as resource materials. They 
asked the Board of Administrat ion 
abou t possible hearings at the 1980 
General Conference, using the three 
papers at a pastor 's seminar, and 
having articles printed for the Evan-
gelical Visitor including some of 
their research and findings. 
The 1980 General Conference 
Minutes record that the Board of 
Administrat ion report included a 
"Supplementary Report Re: The 
Church's Position Regarding Women 
and the Pastoral Ministry." It in-
cluded the report of the 1979 meet-
ing of the Commit tee on Women 
and Pastoral Ministry and recom-
mended that conference receive the 
report "as a progress report with a 
final report and recommendat ion(s) 
to come to the 1982 General Con-
ference." 
The July 10, 1980, issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor printed an article 
by permission f rom Alliance Wit-
ness by Rev. and Mrs. Paul Bubna 
entitled "Evangelicals and Feminism." 
Traditionalist in their views, the 
Budnas spoke strongly for keeping 
male and female roles distinct. Their 
quotes were primarily those of radi-
cal feminists. Of the five letters which 
the editor printed in response to the 
article, all but one were opposed to it 
and two of the respondents called 
for the editor to print more articles 
and letters on the subject. 
In response to a grassroots f o r u m 
held at the 1980 General Confer-
ence, the first issue of Network was 
published in July 1980. Edited by 
Laurie Frey and W a n d a Thuma , 
Network (renamed Alabaster Jar in 
October 1980) provided conscious-
ness-raising articles which allowed 
for an exchange of ideas a m o n g 
those concerned abou t roles of 
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women in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Laurie Frey, in addit ion to serving 
as editor, also wrote a paper for 
Compara t ive Study of W o m e n in 
the New Testament and the Con-
temporary Christ ian Church . " Her 
paper gave insight on why the church 
as a whole has failed to recognize the 
equal worth of women and men. 
Dur ing 1981, though the Evangel-
ical Visitor published no articles on 
ministry roles and women, Alabas-
ter Jar cont inued to be published 
month ly with a mailing list of ap-
proximately 150. 
In the J u n e and July 1981 issues of 
Alabaster Jar, Lynn Thrush 's paper , 
"The Theology of W o m e n in Pas-
toral Ministry" was printed in its 
entirety. The corresponding response 
papers by Doro thy Gish and Win-
ifred T h u m a appeared in the follow-
ing two issues. Each of the papers, 
deserving careful study by the church 
even in the last years of the 1980s, 
expressed a sensitive and balanced 
look at the issue, taking care not to 
violate the Scriptures. 
In answer to Earl Herr's question 
in the J anua ry 1, 1982, issue of 
Evangelical Visitor about the bibli-
cal rationale for having boards and 
agencies with equal numbers of male 
and female members, Bob Keller 
had a reply printed in the March 10, 
1982, issue. He stated that the church 
was not making a desperate at tempt 
to have an equal number of men and 
women on boards and neither was it 
a t rend of the church to do so. While 
he praised women for their contr ibu-
tion to church and apologized to 
them for depriving them of oppor-
tunities to share their God-given tal-
ents, he gave these observations: 
I personally believe there are roles 
of church leadership that should 
idealistically be left to men, but as 
a pastor, I think I hear God call-
ing so often to the men of the 
church, "Man, where are you?" 
and while the man is hiding from 
his responsibilities, women are 
often pressed into the unsolicited 
position of answering, "Here am 
I, Lord, send me!" 
The 1982 General Conference Mi-
nutes record an unprecedented af-
f i rmation of women and ministry. 
Item 5 of the Recommendat ions of 
the Board of Administrat ion "Re: 
Women and Ministry" reads as fol-
lows: 
Whereas God has gifted men and 
women for service in the church 
through the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit; and 
Whereas women and men were 
called to leadership roles in both 
the Old and the New Testaments; 
and, 
Whereas the Christian church has 
been built up through the faithful 
service of women as well as men, 
in many spheres of service—mis-
sions, education, medicine, lan-
guages, etc., and 
Whereas the Brethren in Christ 
Church has specifically prospered 
through the service and leader-
ship of the sisters, in both the past 
and present, with no evidence of 
General Conference rulings re-
stricting the exercise of their gifts. 
We therefore recommend: 
a. That General Conference af-
firm the ministry of women in the 
life and programs of the church; 
and, 
b. That the paper, "Theology of 
Women in Pastoral Ministry," 
prepared for the study process, be 
circulated to the brotherhood at 
large. 
c. That General Conference au-
thorize the Board of Administra-
Evangelical Visitor 
Changing Roles in Cliuitli and Society 
A retreat for women and men 
March 28-30, 1990 
Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA 
sponsored by 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
Cost: $75/person (U.S. funds) 
($25/person, registration only) 
Goals: 
— T o present biblical perspectives which affirm and encourage women in leader-
ship and ministry in the church 
— T o develop ongoing support for women in leadership in the church 
— T o identify methods for encouraging women to see their gifts in leadership and 
ministry 
Speakers: 
Aida Besancon Spencer and her husband Bill, Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary, South Hamilton, MA. They will be speaking on "Equal in Eden: An 
Overview of Women in the Bible." Aida will also be speaking on 1 Corinthians 
11:1-16 and on 1 Timothy 2:11-15. 
Workshops: 
Eleven workshops will be offered in three sessions. 
Storytelling and Small Group Interaction 
Worship and Communion: 
Sermon by Luann Zercher, Director of Ministry, Lifeline Ministries Women's 
Shelter in San Francisco; music, worship, and communion led by Susan Gilmore, 
Sandi Hannigan, and Jim Ernst 
In preparation for the retreat, you may wish to read Aida Besancon Spencer's 
book, Beyond the Curse: Women Called to Ministry. Hard back copies are availa-
ble for $5.00 each from the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
For more information, to register, or to order a book, write or call the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552; (717) 653-8251. You 
may also use the registration form in the insert in the December 1989 Evangelical 
Visitor. Registration deadline is March 1, 1990. 
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lion to keep the matter of women 
in ministry before the church 
through on-going study and dis-
cussion. 
Action: Recommendation adopted 
as amended. 
The revised edition of the 1984 
Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment documented the changes ap-
proved at their final reading in the 
1984 General Conference. The revi-
sions eliminated all references to 
ministers and deacons as being male 
only. 
"Phoebe 's Jou rna l " became a reg-
ular co lumn in the Evangelical Vis-
itor in October 1984. The pen-name 
author recorded her struggle between 
the pull of mo the rhood and the pull 
to utilize o ther gifts she had. She 
regularly called for open-mindedness 
abou t roles of women and men. The 
March 1986 column entitled "Releas-
ing W o m e n to Serve" specifically 
addressed the issue of women in 
ministry and called at tent ion to the 
problems most women face when 
agreeing to work on regional and 
denominat ional boards. 
Articles by other au thors on the 
subject of women in ministry were 
largely absent in the Evangelical Vis-
itor af ter 1982 except for Brenda 
Brubaker 's article in 1985. Her arti-
cle, written while a s tudent at Mes-
siah College for a class assignment in 
the Brethren in Christ Life and 
Thought course, called for the church 
to allow its women who were called 
and gifted to serve anywhere and in 
whatever position which needed their 
talents. 
T h e 1986 Genera l Con fe r ence 
Minutes listed the first woman to a 
pastoral assignment, reported two 
women who completed the written 
exam for the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine, reported one w o m a n who 
also completed the oral examina-
tion, and one w o m a n whose four -
year license was renewed. However, 
no women appeared on the approved 
list for ordination. 
Of the twenty-eight workshops 
conducted at the 1986 General Con-
ference, three were led by women. 
None of the workshops , however, 
addressed the subject of women in 
ministry. 
The conference did elicit comments 
about being a woman at General 
Conference as printed in the August 
1986 issue of Evangelical Visitor. 
Most of the comments written by 
Arlene Miller and "Phoebe" noted 
significant changes showing more 
equal participation of women and 
men at the conference and on the 
various boards. 
Personal reflections 
This research project has been an 
enlightening experience for me, not 
void of a wide range of emotions. 1 
was not prepared for the discovery 
of the open-minded ideas expressed 
by writers in the early issues of the 
Evangelical Visitor p r ior t o the 
twentieth century. My research these 
last three years revealed many authors 
of other denominat ions who exe-
geted Scripture in the late nineteenth 
century that freed women to serve as 
God called them. I wept when 1 
learned that decades went by before 
evangelicals would again uncover 
some of that earlier material and 
come to many of the same conclu-
sions through their own study. My 
sadness was no less to discover sim-
ilar circumstances within our own 
denomination. I realize that the more 
progressive thinking was likely con-
fined to the Mid-West and the West 
and thus did not reflect the thinking 
of the whole group. However, we 
followed their progressive ideas into 
developing Sunday schools, home 
missions, overseas missions, and 
higher education. Why did the church 
let its Scriptural interpretation about 
women take on such a narrow view, 
while the interpretations of early 
writers were left to die? 
My own interest in the Brethren in 
Christ position on the issue of women 
in ministry began in May of 1984. In 
August 1983, 1 saw an announce-
ment in the Evangelical Visitor invit-
ing interested persons to a "Women 
in Ministry" Conference in Harri-
sonburg, Virginia. The May 1984 
conference was a positive, conscious-
ness-raising experience and my first 
t ime to meet women who had fol-
lowed their call f r o m the Lord into 
pastoral and other public ministries. 
I received encouragement and a lis-
tening ear f r o m others at the confer-
ence in w h o m I confided my strug-
gles of recent years of wanting to go 
to school and not knowing how to 
handle what I sensed to be a call that 
seemed in opposit ion to scripture. 
Even though a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church for 14 
years, somehow all the action by the 
church during the 1970s and early 
1980s which I have reported had 
evaded me. I had at tended two Gen-
eral Conferences in 1971 and 1976 
but cannot recall if the 1978 decision 
to study the matter of women in min-
istry was reported in our congrega-
tion. 1 was not aware of Network or 
Alabaster Jar being published or 
that Lynn Thrush had written a 
paper on the subject which was stud-
ied by the denominat ional boards 
and d is t r ibuted t h r o u g h o u t the 
bro therhood. My first clue as to the 
church's position came as 1 read the 
Agenda for the 1984 General Con-
ference and discovered the wording 
changes for the Manual of Doctrine 
and Government which eliminated 
all references to ministers and dea-
cons as being male. It was a high 
moment for me when the final read-
ing of those changes received the 
needed vote of approval . 
As suggested by the Commit tee 
on Women and Pastoral Ministry in 
April 1980, a low-key approach with-
in the denominat ion has been taken. 
They also suggested that if change 
takes place slowly, then the success 
in performance can aff i rm the minis-
try of women. I trust that we can see 
some successes in performance now 
that we have proceeded seven more 
years in our church life. 
However, the area which concerns 
me most is how the educative pro-
cesses are being enacted. The Gen-
eral Conference in 1982 authorized 
the Board of Administrat ion to keep 
the matter of women in ministry 
before the church through on-going 
study and discussion. It is becoming 
more evident that women who are 
called to ministry will receive a green 
light f r o m our bishops, our educa-
tional professors, our Manual of 
Doctrine and Government, and other 
leaders in the denominat ion. But the 
continued on page 15 




"Be very careful, then, how you live 
. . . making the most of every oppor-
tunity, because the days are evil." 
—Eph. 5:15-16 
"Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past." 
—Isa. 43:18 
We as pastors and leaders need to 
move the Brethren in Christ into the 
20th century for effective ministry. 
Since July of 1989 there have been 
numerous letters, dialogue with inter-
ested persons, and a major consultation 
at Kenbook with 75 of our General Con-
ference board and agency personnel. 
The purpose of our brotherhood is a 
good one, "To foster a fellowship of 
believers whose objective is to worship 
and obey the Triune God, and to pro-
claim His gospel to all people." 
It has been documented that since 
1976, General Conference has repeat-
edly asked the Board of Administration 
to monitor our growth and process and 
make appropriate proposals for change. 
We are also aware that we had some 
growth in the late 1950s and early 70s, 
but in the '80s we are struggling with 
both membership growth and financial 
support of general causes beyond the 
local church. We also need to avoid 
duplication of assignments and efforts. 
The reasons for the proposed changes 
are as follows: 
1. To facilitate a sharper focus on 
congregations and regions to better equip 
members, within the context of a strong 
General Conference, to do the work of 
ministry. 
2. To provide a plan for future growth 
with flexibility, with minimal structure 
revision and less overhead. 
3. To provide more accountability of 
personnel and finances as good steward-
ship. 
4. To identify a more discerning and 
effective management style of leadership 
in the context of brotherhood. 
5. To enhance coordination and co-
operation that will avoid significant 
duplication of efforts. 
6. To focus on leadership that will 
provide opportunity for training and 
development of personnel. 
7. To increase the effective planning 
and strategy of Kingdom concerns with-
in our congregations. 
A revised flow chart of Renewal 2000—Vision Planning 
This was revised based on consultation from all general boards and is being presented to the Board of Administration 
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Admittedly, flow charts never quite explain everything, but 
this is a visual explanation of a proposed way the Brethren in 
Christ congregations can be served well. The only reason the 
regional and general boards, agencies, and administrators 
exist is to serve the local churches. If ministry doesn't happen at 
the local church, it doesn't happen. 
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After many hours of prayers, ques-
tions, responses and interaction, we are 
affirming the following issues as revi-
sions of previous proposals: 
A. The role of bishops should be 
more focused on the regional area, and 
they will carry full responsibility for 
their respective assignments. 
B. We propose seven general church 
boards, with four of them being served 
by general church officers as their 
administrators. 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
(served by the General Secretary) 
Board for Congregational Life; and 
Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting (served by the Director 
of Bishops) 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
(served by the Moderator) 
C. The four general church officers— 
namely, the Moderator, General Secre-
tary, Director of Bishops, and Director 
of Finance—would serve the Board of 
Administration as a planning group. 
It is proposed that these four officers 
would be non-voting members of the 
Board of Administration and its execu-
tive committee. 
D. There is still study being done on 
the composition of the Board of Admin-
istration executive committee, but hav-
ing a non-employee chairperson of the 
executive committee was affirmed. 
There are still a number of areas to be 
worked on. This is a second revision 
being released to the public to seek your 
wisdom and counsel. The flow-chart 
that is with this material shows the most 
recent update. (Seethe July 1989 Visitor 
for the previous article.) 
It is our desire to refine the way we 
order church life so we can most effec-
tively and efficiently serve the local 
church. We will need to keep working 
on our Brethren in Christ model of 
responsible leadership along with ac-
countability and interdependence. 
It is our intention to bring proposals 
to the 1990 General Conference for con-
sideration with appropriate attention to 
By-laws and move into a two-to-four-
year period of discerning and trial before 
seeking final approval. We will refine 
these proposals again in March of 1990 
before placing them in the General Con-
ference Agenda. 
We seek your prayers and counsel as 
we continue to improve our work to-
gether for the Kingdom of God. —a 
Board of Administration release. 
Women in Ministry... 
continued from page 13 
light changes to red at the local 
church board and congregational 
level. Some very basic and simple 
ways of educating at the ministerial 
and lay levels would be to make 
books available on the subject at the 
Regional and General Conferences 
and in the Christian Light Book-
stores. A bibliography of recom-
mended books to our pastors and 
church librarians would be an inex-
pensive but effective tool. Why not 
have a General Conference sermon 
to address the subject or at the very 
least, have one of the General Con-
ference workshops designated for 
learning more abou t women in 
ministry? 
A series of articles in the Evangel-
ical Visitor could serve as an effec-
tive, educative tool, expecially since 
more churches are involved in efforts 
to see that all their families receive 
the publication. Perhaps no one has 
been writing and submitt ing articles 
to the editor in recent years on the 
subject and that explains the dearth I 
noted. Surely the educative processes 
could have been greatly served by 
the printing of Lynn Thrush's paper 
a n d the c o r r e s p o n d i n g response 
papers in the Evangelical Visitor 
after the 1982 Board of Administra-
tion recommendations were adopted 
at General Conference. 
1 was encouraged to learn of the 
openness of the pastors with whom I 
took the 1987 Core Course on Breth-
ren in Christ History. Many of them 
affirmed me in my educational pur-
suits and ministry goals. Pastors 
who are not opposed to seeing women 
in public speaking positions are likely 
allowing women in their congrega-
tions to serve in various ways and 
that should continue. But is there 
not one church ready to hire a 
woman as assistant pastor as a model 
of how it could work successfully? It 
seems to me that in order for us to 
know what positive implications or 
complications team ministry and co-
author i ty are going to have, one or 
two churches will need to be willing 
to be the pioneers. 
This issue will not go away and 
neither should it. If the Brethren in 
Christ Church doubles in numbers 
of members during the next decade 
or even in the next two decades, we 
will need all the called and ministry-
gifted persons we have. As they learn 
of the affirming action and words of 
Jesus and the Apostle Paul and hear 
encouragement f r o m their pastors, 
family and friends, women could 
become dedicated pastors along with 
men who also are called of God. I 
believe the results would be unprece-
dented blessings f rom the Lord upon 
the joint efforts of all his anointed 
ones. 
I love the Bre thren in Chr is t 
Church, having made an adult deci-
sion 17 years ago to become a faith-
ful member. I, with other women in 
the church, want to serve this de-
nominat ion and do not want to 
pursue positions in other denomina-
tions where women have been minis-
tering profess ional ly for years. I 
also want to be a peacemaker. And 
therefore I a m willing to be patient 
and love my brothers and sisters 
who do not share these views. We 
need to listen to one another as is the 
t radi t ion of our church and love one 
another , even though on opposite 
sides of the issue. 
Not every woman should pursue 
pastoral or other public ministry, as 
neither should every man. But un-
doubtedly there are other women who, 
like me, have been unable to shake a 
call of God since childhood. Discov-
ering that the principles of Scripture 
do not condemn our call is compar -
able to discovering wings that permit 
us to go into areas where before we 
could only longingly look f rom the 
outside. 
So that we do not lose what has 
been gained as a church dur ing these 
last two decades, this is a call for 
many Brethren in Christ women and 
men to work, study, and grow to-
gether, maintaining an atmosphere 
of love in which God can use all of us 
to serve this present age. 
Janet Peifer is on the pastoral staff of the 
Reft on (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. This 
article is condensed from a research paper 
written in 1987for a Messiah College course, 
Brethren in Christ Life and Thought. 
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od at work in our world 
Where there is a will 
Cathy Bert—Managua, Nicaragua 
Finding ways to be creatively involved 
in the lives of Nicaraguan people has 
been a challenge to us this past year. 
Diligently studying Spanish, practicing 
our conversations, and being available 
to help in the Brethren in Christ Church 
here has made us more aware of the 
needs of people in general. 
A few months ago, Nathan became 
involved in printing sheets of Spanish 
choruses which are often sung in our 
church services. After receiving permis-
sion to use the computer at his place of 
work, he began programming in the 
short choruses. Because of the pastor's 
hard-to-read handwriting and Nate's 
novice ability in Spanish, there were 
many errors on the sheet. Some co-
workers in his office became interested 
in the project and offered to help correct 
the grammatical mistakes. This led to 
many lively discussions among these 
atheists, Catholics, and evangelicals 
about the Bible and its validity. 
Soon afterward, two of the co-workers 
approached Nathan and asked if he 
would lead a Bible study during lunch 
break. He agreed, and they began about 
a week later. No one seems to mind that 
Nathan doesn't speak Spanish fluently; 
the co-workers eagerly come each week. 
Our struggle to become fluent in 
Spanish—and to find enough time to 
study—has been a continual frustration 
in our lives. But we have been reminded 
again that God can use our weaknesses 
in furthering his kingdom. 
Where there are risks 
Joan Barlow—Mtshabezi Hospital, 
Zimbabwe 
"In March, 1989, Vermont recorded 
its first case of infant botulism. The case 
occurred in a 20-week-old, previously 
healthy, female infant. . . . Presenting 
symptoms included poor sucking, lethar-
gy and hypotonia. . . . Her condition 
progressed, and respiratory assistance 
was required. The infant's condition is 
improving, and prognosis for a full re-
covery is excellent" (Vermont Depart-
ment of Health Bulletin). 
Our baby daughter Michelle was ded-
icated to the Lord on Sunday, got sick 
on Tuesday, was hospitalized on Wed-
nesday, put in intensive care on Thurs-
day and on a respirator on Friday for 
the next seven weeks. She stayed in the 
hospital until mid-May and had a feed-
ing tube in her stomach until the end of 
June, shortly before we finally were able 
to go to Missionary Internship. 
It was a difficult time, but we learned 
several things. First, God is in control. 
The U.S. isn't "safe"; neither is Africa 
super-dangerous. Both have their pros 
and cons. The major thing is that God is 
the same, and he is ultimately in control 
of what happens. We tend to say "God is 
good" when all is going well. But God is 
good in his character regardless of how 
well—or poorly—we think things are 
going. 
There is more to tell than I have room 
for, so I will leave you with this: "But 
seek first his kingdom and his right-
eousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well" (Matthew 6:33). 
We have more confidence now in raising 
our children overseas than we ever did 
before: we know we can trust God with 
our children and our lives. 
Where Jesus is Lord 
Curt Bvers—London 
On Saturday, September 16, I went 
with a dozen members of the Brentwater 
Church, Elias Moyo, and Norm Kase to 
the center of London to participate in a 
march through London to proclaim the 
lordship of Christ. Approximately 30,000 
people took part in this main march. 
And the press reported that 170,000 
Christians also marched in 42 other 
cities. 
Before the march began, groups in 
London, Cardiff (Wales), Belfast 
(Northern Ireland), Edinburgh (Scot-
land, and Birmingham in central Eng-
land were all linked by phone. We all 
heard greetings from each city, and then 
a prayer for the march was offered from 
each place. It sounded like a program 
from a single platform. It was exciting to 
hear the prayers and words of encour-
agement in the pronounced regional 
accents. 
And then we were off! We walked, 
prayed, and sang for about two hours. 
We had a prepared schedule of prayer 
that was much like a two-hour respon-
sive reading. A leader would read a line 
of prayer or a declaration, and we would 
respond loudly together, so people could 
understand that we were proclaiming 
Jesus' lordship over London and over 
all of England. We were praying to 
reclaim Britain for Christ. In format it 
followed a high church tradition, but in 
feel it was a great celebration. It was a 
wonderful synthesis of traditions! 
This march was only part of an inter-
national torch-run. A flame was lit some 
time ago in Jerusalem and is being car-
ried to every country of the world. Have 
you heard about it? Our light arrived as 
we were assembling along the Thames 
River. Christians then took flames to 
other marches in other cities. Thus the 
country was literally bathed in prayer 
from end to end. 
What a time to be working in Eng-
land! What a time to be serving our 
King! 
Where God's people 
are family 
Mim Stern—Philadelphia 
Last summer Mei Mei's father came 
from China for a visit by way of San 
Francisco. He speaks very little English, 
and Mei Mei was concerned that he 
wouldn't be able to make his plane con-
nection. So we made a call to Life Line 
Mission. 
The folks there rose to the occasion, 
even to the detail of finding a Chinese 
student to accompany them. The father 
was shown the Golden Gate Bridge and 
other sights of that city, hosted over-
night, and enplaned the next day to meet 
his daughter. 
Mei Mei says he cannot understand 
such kindness. I reminded her that 
Christians are family, to which she re-
plied, "They're better than family." 
What a testimony to doing what 
Jesus would have done! Now Mei Mei is 
daring to think, "What if he would 
become a Christian as a result of his visit 
here!" We are surely praying for that. 
Where youth hear 
God's Word 
Jeff Sechrist—Navajo Mission, New 
Mexico 
I am looking out the window of the 
snack bar, watching two basketball 
games and one of volleyball. It is Tues-
day night, and the Navajo Community 
Center is open for business. There are 
continued on page 17 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
God at work . . . 
continued from page 16 
between 25 and 30 people here, most 
under 30 years of age. 
The center is open every Tuesday and 
Thursday evening f rom 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
for recreation, fellowship, and spiritual 
food. Yes, there are also snacks: a va-
riety of beverages, candy, ice cream, 
popcorn, and hot dogs. 
Our goal for the center is to make a 
place where the young people of our 
area can have wholesome recreation. 
We do our best to provide an atmos-
phere that will minister to both physical 
and spiritual needs. Christian music 
plays over the loud-speaking system, 
and a short devotional is one of the 
evening activities. Several times last 
summer Rodney Ignacio, a Bible college 
student, shared by leading the devo-
tions. But often I provide the leadership. 
I try to present the gospel in a plain and 
simple manner, always inviting anyone 
with questions or problems to come and 
talk to one of the staff members. During 
this time most of the people in the center 
are quiet and listen, although there are 
those who slip outside. 
The seed of God's Word is being 
planted, and we leave the rest to the 
Holy Spirit, who can speak in ways we 
cannot. Pray for these young people, 
that God's Word will make a difference 
in their lives. 
Japan Brethren 
in Christ Church 
ordains pastors 
by John W. Graybil l 
the city of Shimonoseki and is the father 
of two sons. 
At the request of the national church, 
Dr. Roy V. Sider, representing the 
Brethren in Christ Board for World 
Missions, delivered the dedication ser-
mon and led in the laying of hands by all 
lay pastors and leaders who were pres-
ent. Missionary John Graybill gave the 
charge to the two brethren, followed by 
all the people present going forward to 
shake hands with Nishimura and Tojo 
as a pledge of their prayer support. We 
praise God for this great day in the life of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Japan. 
John Graybill is a veteran missionary to 
Japan now serving his eighth term there. 
July 23, 1989, was a big day for the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Japan. 
After 35 years of evangelism, disciple-
ship training and preparation, the na-
tional church had "come of age" and felt 
it was time to ordain the first two 
Brethren in Christ national pastors to 
the Christian ministry. 
Both men are " tentmakers"and have 
lived their entire lives in public educa-
tion. Rev. Nishimura, a father of three 
children, has been an elementary school 
principal for many years and pastors the 
Nagato Brethren in Christ Church in 
Yamaguchi prefecture in southern Japan. 
Rev. Tojo is a Ph.D. and is a full profes-
sor in the Shimonoseki City University, 
where he has been used by God to lead 
many young men to Christ who are now 
active in the ministry or as dedicated 
laymen. He is the senior pastor of the 
Yamanota Brethren in Christ Church in 
Rev. Nishimura (left) and 
Rev. Tojo giving their 
testimonies and telling 
how God got them into 
ministry. 
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Full cupboards, empty treasures 
At the end of summer we found our-
selves discussing our vacations with one 
of our Spanish teachers who is f rom 
Bolivia. His family visited churches in 
Iowa, Kansas, and Alabama, and while 
in Alabama they stayed in a home that 
was nearly a mansion. We, in turn, de-
scribed our visits to Nicaragua and 
Mexico. When we returned to our apart-
ment we felt rich. When he returned 
home, he felt poor. How one evaluates 
his or her status is affected by whom he 
compares himself to. 
In June Curtis and I visited Nicara-
gua where we were greeted enthusiasti-
cally by Brother Palacios. The treasure 
gleaned from this trip was joyful com-
mitment in the face of hardships. The 
young pastors in Nicaragua serve joy-
fully in the midst of economic hard-
ships, and as a testimony to this, many 
churches are full. We were especially 
glad to see so many young men in 
attendance. The services were full of 
praise. There was no need for the song 
leader to urge, "Come on, sing as though 
you mean it."These young pastors serve 
with little reimbursement in a difficult 
economic situation. 
Upon our return from Nicaragua, 
Curtis went with Pastor Memo Zamora 
from the Pharr Brethren in Christ Church 
to Los Fresnos where Pastor Memo had 
been visiting a Brethren in Christ Nica-
raguan in detention. Brother Jose Lopez 
had been detained as a refugee and 
needed bail money, and Pastor Memo 
assisted in this. Brother Lopez was 
by Leslie C. Book 
released soon after this. While in deten-
tion he didn't sit and wallow in self-pity, 
but was busy preaching and ministering. 
As a result, 38 men became followers of 
Jesus. After being released, Brother 
Lopez spent one month in Pharr helping 
at the church before going to Miami, 
Florida. 
Before leaving Texas, he preached a 
sermon in which he compared Nicode-
mus with the Samaritan woman. The 
religious, very educated, morally upright 
Nicodemus went to Jesus and left with-
out understanding, whereas the poor 
sinful Samaritan woman left Jesus and 
returned with a whole townful of people 
eager to hear the good news. Our job, 
said Brother Lopez, is to bring people to 
Jesus. 
Begging— 
irom a beggar 
by Blair A. Gadsby 
The day was hot and muggy, as is 
commonplace in Mombasa, Kenya. But 
as I traveled by motorcycle to the Likoni 
Ferry, the warm breeze afforded me 
some relief f rom the sweltering heat. 
The mission that I was working for as a 
driver had sent me to town to run some 
errands, and now I was returning home. 
Mombasa is an island city, and the 
Likoni Ferry is the chief link between 
the city and the south coast of the main-
land where our mission was located. 
This ferry runs steadily throughout the 
day and there is a continual line of peo-
ple and cars waiting to embark. 
Upon reaching the toll booth, 1 dug 
my hand into one of my pockets for a 
shilling. Finding nothing, I searched the 
other pocket. No shilling there either. 
Blair A. Gadsby is a full-time student at 
Westfield State College in Westfteld, Massa-
chusetts. He previously served with Youth 
With A Mission in Kenya, Africa. He and his 
wife, Nancy Jane, attend Pioneer Valley 
Assembly of God in Huntington. ® 1989 
Blair A. Gadsby. 
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This was disturbing, as it meant that I 
would have to ride back toward town to 
fetch money from the mission's town 
office. 
With a sigh of resignation, I pulled 
out of line to allow the traffic to con-
tinue its flow. At the same time, a young 
boy, tugging the hand of an old man, 
came charging toward me. Immediately 
I recognized what he was and why he 
was approaching me. He was a beggar. 
The Likoni Ferry was a convenient 
spot for beggars to congregate. The 
sheer masses of people that swelled the 
ferry lines allowed a beggar to reach the 
largest number of people with the least 
amount of effort and time. 
The old man with the boy was blind. 
He had a crooked cane with which to 
steady himself as the little entrepreneur 
dragged him f rom car to car along the 
busy thoroughfare. The old man's pres-
ence reinforced the validity of the young 
boy's need. 
As the distraught pair neared me, the 
boy thrust out the blind man's hand and 
sputtered, "Please, something." 
"Sorry, I replied. "I don't even have a 
shilling to pay for the ferry. Do you have 
a shilling so that I can cross on the ferry? 
Next time I see you, I promise to pay 
you back. 
The boy looked at me with amaze-
ment. All the while the old man stood 
with his palm facing the sky, waiting for 
the drop of the shilling. 
Of course I didn't expect the boy to 
give me any money, but all at once he 
darted off in the direction of the toll 
booth, leaving the bewildered old man 
standing in front of me. The boy paid 
the attendant for one ticket, then dashed 
back to me triumphantly holding out his 
prize. 
"Thank you. What's your name?" I 
inquired. He repled that his name was 
Tom. "I'll be looking for you here in the 
coming days," I assured him. 
My encounter at 
the ferry that hot 
Mom bass a day 
had been a lesson 
in remembering. 
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Our next treasure was gleaned in the 
countryside of Mexico where we stayed 
for two weeks with the family of Noe 
and Rosa Chavez, who were small 
farmers. In our world of automation we 
forget how much of the world lives. 
Brother Noe and Sister Rosa were busy 
f rom about 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m— 
cooking, milking goats and cows, plow-
ing with horses, etc. But Sister Rosa left 
me with a treasure of devotion. Daily at 
about 10:30, Sister Rosa would call 
together her five children, and we would 
go to the little chapel for prayer. I 
thought about all the work she had to do 
and wondered why she didn't have her 
prayers after she had finished her work. 
(Probably she would have been too tired 
by then.) However, Sister Rosa did not 
have her mind on her work but was 
thinking of praising God. I came away 
thinking that if Sister Rosa makes time 
for her devotions in the midst of so 
much work, there can be no excuse for 
anyone to say they don't have time. 
Last week we visited Marlene, a 
But Tom was completely indifferent 
to my promise to repay his money. He 
appeared exuberant over the fact that he 
had actually given to a beggar. He 
seemed to be pleased that he had helped 
me out of my straits. 
For the next several days I marveled 
at the selflessness that Tom had exhib-
ited to me. He was a young boy who 
had probably known nothing but pov-
erty and degradation, yet he was so 
eager to give out of his own want. 
Thinking of Tom, I felt remorse for 
the opportunities that I had missed to 
give to others as Tom had given to me. 
All around me people lived in poverty; 
yet my heart had grown cold to their 
needs. 
Tom was repaid a few weeks later. He 
was pleased to see that 1 remembered 
him. But even though he was on the 
receiving end this time, he was not so 
concerned about the money as he was 
flattered to know that he was important 
to someone. 
My encounter at the ferry on that hot 
Mombasa day has been more than a 
lesson in giving; it has been a lesson in 
remembering. Tom has posited himself 
in my life as a model of the authentic 
Christian giver, and it is my responsibil-
ity not to allow him and his generosity to 
slip f rom my memory. I thank God for 
making this experience real to me. 
Spanish student from Bolivia. It is espe-
cially hard for her to be away from her 
family because her sister is dying of 
cancer. But Marlene's treasure is hope 
and trust. Instead of demanding healing 
for her sister, with tear-stained eyes she 
testifies to God's wisdom in the situa-
tion, She has a calm trust that carries her 
through. She told me many times, "God 
knows what is best for my sister. When 
she goes to be with him, she will be in a 
better place." Her testimony and un-
swerving trust in God in the midst of 
pain and loss is a treasure indeed. 
My cupboards are full—with more 
than beans. We sleep on beds, not on a 
mat on the floor in a detention center. I 
can turn on the tap and have water 
instead of drawing it f rom a well with 
work-calloused hands. But what about 
my (and your) spiritual treasure chest? 
Are we rich? Do we have the treasures of 
dedication in the face of economic ad-
versity, the attitude of service in what-
ever situation we may find ourselves? 
Do we have a rich devotion which draws 
us to take time with the Lord despite 
heavy demands? Do we have the jewels 
of trust and hope when loved ones are ill 
or misfortune comes? If not, then indeed, 
though we may be rich, we are the poor-
est of the poor. • 
Leslie Book, with her husband Curtis and 
family, are studying Spanish at the Rio 
Grande Bible Institute and Language School 
at Edinburg, Texas, in preparation for mis-
sion service in Nicaragua. 
Clothing for Mozambique 
Project Update 
Missions office staff and friends prepare clothes for baling at MCC's material aid 
center. 
Since asking for used clothing to send to our brothers and sisters in 
Mozambique in mid-1989, the Mount Joy missions office received more 
than 14 tons of clothing and shoes. It has been heart-warming to see the 
generous way in which Brethren in Christ f rom the North, South, East and 
West have responded to this request. Boxes of clothing and shoes arrived in 
pick-ups and vans, via parcel service, and even via commercial bus lines! 
These clothes were transferred f rom Mount Joy to the Mennonite 
Central Committee material aid center where they were baled and pre-
pared for shipment. The sea container (packed full with more than 9 tons of 
clothes and shoes) was shipped from the Baltimore, Md., harbor to 
Mozambique on October 29. The approximately 5 tons of clothing beyond 
what was needed to fill the container were donated to MCC. 
Your generous contribution of clothing and shoes will make a differ-
ence. We thank you . . . and so do the needy people of Mozambique 
who will be receiving these much-needed items. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
Mount Joy, PA Stevensville, ONT 
January 1990 19 
Reflections on Zimbabwe's General Conference 
Changes 
by Doris Dube 
(Bulawayo—September 1989) Gener-
al Conference 1989 saw the election of 
Zimbabwe's third national bishop, the 
Rev. Martin Senda, who will soon take 
over f rom Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu. 
Long before the actual Conference, the 
Brethren in Christ members were already 
contemplating the elections. There were 
as many mixed views as there are people 
in the church. Unlike secular world elec-
tions, where campaigns to win by fair 
means or foul are the order of the day, 
the brethren knew that they were at the 
threshold of serious decision. There was 
need to call on God to help us make our 
choice. We needed to let personal differ-
ences take second place by allowing 
God's chosen one to be elected. 
It is not possible to tell how many 
people or how much time they spent on 
prayer towards this crucial step. It is not 
easy to tell how much guidance was 
sought even at Conference or during the 
actual elections. However the one thing 
we are sure of is that God loves his 
people and he has their interests at heart. 
While contemplating the elections for 
bishop, the one thing we couldn't dis-
miss f rom our minds was the need to 
look at the man Ndlovu as a leader. We 
therefore had to ask ourselves if there 
was another man of Ndlovu's calibre 
and leadership skill ready to take up the 
reins. Who of the possible candidates 
was broadened enough to equal or bet-
ter the leadership we had enjoyed first 
under P. M. Kumalo, then S. N. Ndlovu? 
Praise be to God for he made his choice. 
We came f rom Conference ready to 
uphold and support our Bishop-elect 
Rev. M. Senda. 
Bishop S. N. Ndlovu came into his 
office at a very difficult time in our his-
tory. His initiation into this position was 
the call to accommodate the church in 
greater Bulawayo. Suddenly church build-
ings which had always seemed to be just 
right were too small to accommodate 
the many people who had fled their 
country homes and settled in the city. 
Thus new places of worship came into 
being and in next to no time were full 
and solid. This was mild compared to 
the call to feed the flock of God in a 
war-ravaged and crying Zimbabwe. 
Mrs. Doris Dube is a member of the Zim-
babwe Brethren in Chris! Church, living in 
Bulawayo. 
In 1980 at independence he had to 
face the mammoth task of not only help-
ing people rebuild hurting, bitter, lost, 
and broken lives, but he had to resettle 
them by providing food, clothing, and in 
some cases building materials. It was 
here that one aspect of the man as a 
leader emerged. It was his quick wit and 
ability to search for and establish worth-
while contacts that enabled him to build 
the church. The Brethren in Christ 
Church soon found itself working with 
Christian Care in distributing relief com-
modities. As people's bodies were cared 
for, their souls were healed. Then they 
could talk of reconciliation—both to 
God and each other. 
In considering the position of a bishop, 
many people desire to see a spiritual 
leader. In Bishop Ndlovu, we had this. 
But because of our kind of church struc-
ture, he also doubled as an administra-
tor. In the past pre-war era, the Brethren 
in Christ mission schools had enjoyed 
the benefit of Christian staff. As schools 
re-opened at independence, the church 
leadership had to make do with some 
non-Brethren in Christ people who in 
certain cases did not sympathize with 
our church policy or code of behavior. 
While some of us could view this prob-
lem from afar, Ndlovu as the head of the 
church had to be right in it. There were 
many times when he had to make very 
painful decisions. 
Independence also brought about the 
new government-controlled wage struc-
ture. This in its own way had an impact 
on the Brethren in Christ Church because 
of its large work force. Not all problems 
could be settled by discussion in an 
office or otherwise. There were times 
when a cry for Ndlovu's head curdled 
our blood as was the case in dealing with 
the squatters at Wanezi Mission Farm. 
The Wanezi squatters were very violent. 
Those at Pumula Mission were mild 
trouble causers. In dealing with all these 
people Ndlovu had to maintain the 
integrity of a Christian leader. 
Ndlovu built and developed relations 
with many organizations. Locally he 
worked harmoniously with the Minis-
ters' Fraternal, Evangelical Fellowship 
of Zimbabwe, Z imbabwe Christ ian 
Council, Heads of Denominations Con-
tinuation Committee, and many other 
organizational structures. Because of 
the many opportunities God opened for 
him, he also worked with Oxfam— 
U.K., World Vision—U.S.A., Menno-
nite Central Committee, Board of Mis-
sions—U.S.A., TEAR Fund London, 
and many others who in one way or 
another lessened the financial burden of 
our church and people whether Chris-
tian or not. Good working relations 
with Messiah College also led to his 
being involved in the establishment of 
Daystar college, Kenya. Already some 
of our students are benefiting from this 
college. 
Among our partners in service are 
many that we never even got to know 
about because all transactions were made 
at an administrative level. There are 
others, though, whom we have learned 
to know and appreciate. When Ndlovu 
became bishop there was already a rela-
tionship with MCC. It has steadily 
grown in the past few years. Every year 
two young people from our church take 
part in an exchange program which 
enables them to visit the United States 
of America and be broadened by expe-
riencing life in a different culture. These 
young people come back home and 
share with the rest of us. In our schools 
130 students receive part payment of 
fees through M C C scholarships, which 
ease the parents' load in this respect. A 
community project to fatten and sell cat-
tle is underway at Mtshabezi. A number 
of pastors are being supplemented by 
funds from a chicken-raising project. All 
these projects have gotten off the ground 
because the church had at its top a spir-
itual man who was also an administrator. 
In Bishop Ndlovu's two terms of 
office we have not only basked in the 
powerful sermons, but we have also 
enjoyed his fatherly counseling. When 
the sick or bereaved are at the bottom of 
misery, a visit f rom Bishop Ndlovu and 
a relevant prayer have helped to ease the 
pain. Thus many have said, "Oh, for a 
bishop who has time to identify with our 
needs." He has worked tirelessly, then 
become a father figure not only in the 
church but in our homes too. As we look 
into the future, we can't help but thank 
God for the joys we have enjoyed under 
the leadership of Ndlovu. 
The other day I talked to Ndlovu 
about his call to service. At the end of it I 
was very awed by the way God has 
guided his every move and finally put 
him where he is. Just now he is waiting 
for guidance as to future plans when he 
leaves the Bishop's office. I have no 
doubt that something good is in store 
for him. 
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A TIME FOR 
RENEWAL 
featuring 
DAVID R. MAINS 
Keynote Speaker 
The three plenary sessions wil l 
feature noted speaker and 
author, David R. Mains. David 
serves as director of The Chapel 
of the Air radio broadcast, heard 
daily throughout Nor th America. 
He is wel l known for his annual 
sponsorship of the "50-Day Spir-
itual Adventure" which involves 
over 250,000 adults and youth 
each year. 
David has traveled extensively as 
a speaker on church renewal 
and national revival. The author 
of four books, he has also co-
authored several books w i th his 
wife, Karen Burton Mains. 
Renewing G Congregation 
June 28 b 29,1990 
Grantham, PA. 
Sponsored by 
The General Conference Board 
f a Congregational Life 




• Congregational Members 
A TIME FOR 
WORSHIP 
• Inspirational Concert 
• Instrumental & Singing 
• Readings & Scripture 
• Praise & Testimony 
• Meditation & Prayer 
1 
A TIME FOR 
GROWTH 
• inspiration and tools for 
growth, assimilation, and 
nurture 
• Celebration through worship 
and nurturing experiences 
A TIME FOR 
RECREATION 
• Swimming 
• Volleyball & Basketball 
• Tennis & Racquetball 
• Indoor Track 
^ time for 
TRAINING SEMINARS 
S^sssst^ 
' Nurtur/hq the Faith ^ ^ 
Children &Te!ns \ 7 ° u r 
Starr ns ~M^rtha 
^ohn Hawbakrr Lhurch 
Child care will be provided for children up to age 6. Children ages 6 and older can be with their 
parents in the sessions. If desired, parents may wish to secure available teenagers to care for their 
children during this time. The names of available teenagers will be given upon request at the time 
of registration. 
i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — i — r 
Qfturch f\Jew§ 
Allegheny Conference 
Ken H e p n e r was evangelist Nov. 4-8 fo r the Air 
Hill congregat ion , C h a m b e r s b u r g . Pa. Seven were 
bapt ized on Nov. 12. • O n Nov. 4 a Respecting 
H u m a n Life seminar with R a n d y Basinger and 
Lenora Stern was hosted by the Big Valley con-
gregat ion, Belleville, Pa. The church celebrated 
the 30th ann iversa ry of its g r o u n d b r e a k i n g on 
Nov . 26. • O n Dec. 3 the Canoe Creek congrega-
tion, Hol l idaysburg, Pa. , received the ministry of 
Paul Hostet ler represent ing the Board fo r Stew-
a rdsh ip . • Six pe r sons were bapt ized Nov. 5 at the 
Carlisle, Pa. , church . T h e Pioneer Clubs spon-
sored a Dec. 19 family skat ing party. 
O n Nov. 5 Bud Wagner of Chris t ian Retreat 
Cen te r spoke to the Cedar Grove congrega t ion , 
Mif f l in town, Pa. , on "Being Free in Chr is t . " Rosie 
L a p p sang in the Nov. 19 morn ing service. • The 
Chambersburg, Pa. , church had a Dec. 2 apprecia-
t ion evening fo r Pas to r A. Graybil l and Ethel 
Brubaker . A farewell service was p lanned for Dec. 
31. • T h e you th of the Colyer church . Cent re Hall, 
Pa. , had a hoagie sale to raise m o n e y fo r Chris t -
mas f rui t baskets . O n Nov. 12, Ka thy Z i m m e r m a n 
spoke on the effects of toys on children to the adul t 
S u n d a y school of the Cumberland Valley church . 
Dillsburg, Pa. 
The Dillsburg, Pa. , congrega t ion hosted their 
a n n u a l ladies' Chr i s tmas par ty on Dec. 5. • 
Resource persons fo r a Chris t ian educa t ion week-
end Nov. 10-13 fo r the Fairview Avenue congrega-
t ion, Waynesbo ro , Pa. were Ken Letner, Dave 
Barnet t , R u t h A n n Breuninger , Mary J a n e Davis, 
and Dick Miller. • Gent le Spiri t Ministries gave a 
p r o g r a m on Nov. 5 especially fo r the chi ldren of 
the Five Forks church , W a y n e s b o r o . Pa. The con-
gregat ion heard an u p d a t e on the New Light 
church plant ing in Frederick dur ing a Nov. 19 
harvest praise service. • T h e Grantham, Pa., 
chu rch women ' s club met Nov. 7 to hear M a r t h a 
S p r o a t speak a b o u t Alzheimer 's disease. Members 
hosted Messiah College s tudents in their homes on 
Nov. 12. 
O n Nov. 17, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 member s of the 
Hollowell congregat ion , Waynesbo ro , Pa. , went 
to see Hicks and C o h a g e n in concer t . • Bob Z im-
m e r m a n preached revival messages Nov. 26-30 for 
the Iron Springs congregat ion, Fairfield, Pa. Pas-
tor Bender 's Dec. 3 s tewardship message was "The 
S e r m o n on the A m o u n t . " • The Locust Grove 
church , York, P a „ recently bagged apples and 
pota toes for the local rescue miss ion.* The Dennis 
G a r d n e r family f r o m Trini ty N a v a j o Mission 
spoke Dec. 3 to the Marsh Creek congregat ion, 
H o w a r d . Pa. • O n Dec. 3, the Martinsburg, Pa., 
church had a missions emphas is with speaker D o n 
Z o o k . 
On Nov. 1, the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congrega-
tion held an open f o r u m to discuss relocation and 
fu tu re ministries. The four th grade S u n d a y school 
class gave a p rogram of music and Bible verses on 
Nov. 12 at Seidle Hospital . • The Messiah Village 
church . Mechanicsburg, recently received six new 
members . Rachel and Lazarus Phiri ministered on 
Nov. 12. • F o r m e r member Paul Hess was revival 
speaker Nov. 12-19 for the Montgomery congre-
gat ion, Mercersburg, Pa. • O n Nov. I, the youth 
of the Morning Hour Chapel congregat ion. East 
Berlin, Pa., a t tended the mult i -media presentat ion 
"Love in a Twisted W o r l d " at the Carlisle church. 
• The Mt. Rock congregat ion, Shippensburg , Pa. , 
had a hanging of the greens p r o g r a m on Dec. 10. 
O n Nov. 18, the New Guilford congregat ion, 
Chamber sbu rg . Pa. , hosted an all-day volleyball 
t ou rnamen t for Brethren in Christ teams. The 
you th ran a food s tand. • A Thanksgiving service 
at the Paramount church, Hagers town, Md., on 
Nov. 19 included reception of 10 new members . • 
On Dec. 3, the youth of the Redland Valley con-
gregat ion, York Haven, Pa., had a progressive 
d inner and led the evening service. • On Dec. 10, 
the Van Lear congregat ion, Will iamsport , Md., 
enjoyed a Chr i s tmas d inner with the Paramount 
congregat ion. Music was by Simply Free. • Evelyn 
D o h n e r began teaching a Good News Class at the 
Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs. Pa. The church 
hosted refreshment t ime Dec. 6 a f te r the communi -
ty carol sing. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Community Bible congregat ion, Saraso ta , 
Fla., had a Nov. 19 church picnic and service in the 
park . A catered candlelight Chr i s tmas d inner was 
Dec. 8 with speaker David Siegel. • More than 300 
gathered for the M o u n t J o y (Pa.) c o m m u n i t y 
Thanksg iv ing service on Nov. 22 at the Cross 
Roads church . An offer ing was taken fo r hurri-
cane H u g o and the Cal i fornia e a r t h q u a k e disaster 
relief. • The you th g roup of the Fairland congre-
gat ion, Cleona, P a „ recently had a "pennies make 
cents" fundra is ing contest between the boys and 
girls. • O n Nov. 18, the Free Grace congregat ion, 
Millersburg. Pa., had a Thanksgiving d inner with 
enter ta inment by the Believers Trio. 
An offering and matching f u n d s received on 
Nov. 12 by the Hershey, Pa. , congregat ion paid off 
their land debt . Earl Musser began as interim 
pas to r on Dec. 3. • Phyllis Engle was missions 
speaker f r o m Afr ica in the Nov. 26 service of the 
Hummelstown, Pa. , church. D a n H o u c k spoke 
Dec. 3 on the wor th iness of S u n d a y school . • On 
Nov. 19, the Hunlock Creek, Pa., congregat ion 
had a n ou t reach Thanksgiv ing d inner with praise 
and music led by H a r r y and Mary Beth Bergey. • 
J o h n and N a o m i Lederach led a family life confer -
ence Nov. 4-5 for the Lancaster, Pa. , congrega t ion 
on "the family of the 1990s." • Families of the 
Manheim, Pa. , church hosted II internat ional 
s tudents f r o m New York colleges fo r the Thanks -
giving weekend through Metro-In ternat ional . 
Morr is Hull, appo in tee to L o n d o n with Trans 
World Radio , spoke on Nov. 5 to the Manor 
congregat ion, Mountvi l le , Pa. O n Nov. 19. m e m -
bers pe r fo rmed the play "The Peaceful W a r r i o r " 
a b o u t ear ly A n a b a p t i s t s Michae l a n d M a r i a 
Satt ler . • The Messiah Village Singing Men were 
slated to pe r fo rm Nov. 19 fo r the Mastersonville 
congregat ion . M a n h e i m , Pa. • O n Nov. 12, adul ts 
and children of the Millersville, Pa. , congregat ion 
shared their musical abilities in a talent night/ sing-
along. • The Mt. Pleasant congregat ion, Mt. Joy. 
Pa., began cell g r o u p ministries on Nov. 12. 
The College and Careers class of the Palmyra, 
Pa., church had an evening of bowl ing and fellow-
ship on Nov. 25. The senior highs enjoyed a shop-
ping trip to New York City on Dec. 1,2. • On Nov. 
17, a bus load f r o m the Pequea congregat ion, 
Lancaster , Pa. , traveled to a concer t of prayer in 
Harleysville led by David Bryant . • On Nov. 26, 
the Refton, Pa., congregat ion viewed the film "A 
M a n Called N o r m a n . " * Messiah College's music 
and d r a m a team Spiri t Force sang Nov. 12 at the 
Skyline View church , Harr isburg, Pa. • The 
Stowe, Pa. congrega t ion had a Nov. 19 fel lowship 
meal and council meeting. • Bishop J o h n Byers 
spoke in the m o r n i n g service of the Summit View 
congregat ion, New Hol land, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
" C h u r c h Vision: We Have a P u r p o s e " was the 
theme as the Bridlewood congregat ion, Agin-
cour t , Ont . , celebrated their 26th ann iversa ry on 
Nov. 19 with a meal , music, and special offer ing. • 
On Nov. 19, Rober t and Dar lene C l imenhagan 
spoke to the Delisle, Sask. , congrega t ion a b o u t 
mission work in Ta iwan . • D o n McNiven and 
Jack G o r d o n were guest speakers Nov. 12 at the 
Falls View church , Niagara Falls, Ont . • Five 
persons were bapt ized and three received as 
member s in N o v e m b e r at the Heise Hill church 
Gormley . Ont . • Three were baptized on Dec. 3 
into the fel lowship of the North East Community 
church, Calgary, Alb. 
On Dec. 9, the Oak Ridges, Ont . , congrega t ion 
had their a n n u a l Chr i s tmas banque t with the Gil-
more Trio. • Miss ionary f r o m Z a m b i a Edith 
Miller spoke Nov . 12 to the Port Colborne, Ont . , 
congregat ion. • The Ridgemount congregat ion . 
Hami l ton , Ont . , is building a new parsonage and 
addi t ional c lassrooms. The congregat ion recently 
jo ined with a rea churches fo r a demons t r a t ion of 
foo twash ing and old t ime rivel soup used at love 
feasts. • An evening of sacred music Nov. 26 at the 
Sherkston, Ont . , church featured Cliff Philips, 
Gloria Nevinger, and "The Chi ldren of the Lord . " 
An offer ing was designated fo r the sound system. 
Gerald Tyrrell was scheduled fo r a week of 
revival meetings Nov . 12-19 at the Springvale 
church , Hagersville, Ont . • J u a n a Garcia of the 
Director of C.E. 
Manor Church , Columbia, Pa., is 
in a staff search f o r a f u l l - t i m e Direc-
tor of Chr is t ian Educat ion to begin 
d u t i e s in J u l y 1990. A p p l i c a n t s 
shou ld have a Bachelor 's degree in 
educat ion and 5 years of appro-
priate experience. Address inquir-
ies to: 
Rev. John B. Hawbaker, 
Senior Pastor 
Route 2, Box 80B 
Columbia, PA 17512 
(717) 285-3138 
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C u b a n c h u r c h was the guest Nov. 5 of the Upper 
Oaks, church . Oakville, Ont . • T h e Wetland, Ont . , 
church recently received nine new members . Five 
m e m b e r s recently completed a seven-week pas-
tora l hospi ta l visi tat ion course taught by Lynda 
Kelly. • O n Nov. 19, 10 persons were received into 
the member sh ip of the Westheights church . Kit-
chener . Ont . O n Nov. 5, the Latin Amer ican Mis-
sions T e a m , all cur ren t or fo rmer members , 
b rough t an inspirat ional and in format iona l pro-
g ram. 
Central Conference 
The adu l t S u n d a y school elective in N o v e m b e r 
at the Amherst church , Massillon, Ohio , e x a m -
ined the New Age Movemen t . • D o u g Little f r o m 
Ash land S e m i n a r y spoke at the Nov. 11 men 's 
b reakfas t a t the Ashland, Ohio , church. • T h e 
Pa th f inde r s of the Christian Union church , Gar -
rett , Ind. , provided e n t e r t a i n m e n t fo r the adul t 
Chr i s tmas par ty on Dec. 9. • The Wingert Family 
Singers ministered to the Fairview congregat ion , 
Eng lewood , Ohio , on Nov. 18. A Thanksgiv ing 
d i n n e r open to the c o m m u n i t y was served a t the 
church . 
O n Nov. 5, the Highland congregat ion, West 
Mi l ton , Ohio , had a harvest par ty with chili 
cooked o u t d o o r s in an iron kettle. An evening of 
fami ly ska t ing was p lanned fo r Dec. 9. • The 
Ca lva rymen were in concer t Nov. 19 a f t e r a har-
vest d inner a t the I.akeview church . Goodr ich , 
Mich. T h e congrega t ion had a white e lephant gift 
exchange on Dec. 8. • Morrison, 111., pas to r Paul 
Medur i recently injured two ver tebrae in a fall. 
Music for the Dec. 3 hanging of the greens service 
was by s tudents f r o m Augus t ana College. 
T h e Nappanee, Ind., church current ly hosts 
f o u r c o m m u n i t y service programs: Mothe r s of 
P re schoo le r s (MOPS) ; Brownies; W o m e n , Infants, 
and Chi ldren (W1C); and Help Educa te Little 
People ( H E L P ) . • T h e S u n d a y school of fe r ing of 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio , church went to the Phil 
T h u m a family. Bishop Alderfer preached Dec. 3. • 
T h e ladies fe l lowship of the Union Grove congre-
gat ion, New Paris , Ind., toured Fai th Mission in 
Elkhar t on Nov. 14. 
Midwest Conference 
T h e Chris t ' s C rusade r s of the Abilene, Ks„ 
church hosted a p a n c a k e supper Nov . 17 with 
f u n d s to g o fo r winter retreat and s u m m e r camp . • 
T h e Oklahoma City, Okla . , church began Decem-
ber with a concer t of p rayer on the third. T h e 
pas to ra l commi t t ee has begun the search fo r new 
leadership effective when the H o f f m a n s leave to 
b e c o m e At lan t ic Confe rence bishop. • O n Nov. 5, 
the Rosebank congrega t ion , Hope, Ks„ saw the 
Lar ry Burket t v ideo " H o w to M a n a g e Your 
M o n e y . " • The you th of the Zion congregat ion, 
Abilene, Ks., had a chili supper fund raiser on Dec. 
2 with du lc imer music by the Hieber ts as enter-
ta inment . 
Pacific Conference 
O n Nov . 3-5. the church board of the Moreno 
Community , church . M o r e n o Valley, Calif., met 
in retreat with m e m b e r s of the congrega t ion to get 
he lpfu l insights on church life. T h e congrega t ion 
Cathy Stoner with 
MCC in W. Germany 
Cathy Stoner, of Akron, Pa., was one 
of 29 workers who participated in an 
orientation held at Mennonite Central 
Committee's (MCC) headquarters in 
Akron November 7 to 17. Nine are 
beginning overseas assignments, 18 are 
beginning North American assignments 
and two are beginning short-term assign-
ments with SELFHELP Crafts. 
Cathy is joining her husband, Andre' 
Gingerich Stoner as they complete a 
three-year assignment in West Germany. 
Andre has served in the Hunsruck region 
of West Germany since 1984. They are 
working in peace evangelism and educa-
tion among U.S. servicemen and women 
stationed in West Germany. Andre also 
attended orientation. 
Stoner received a bachelor's degree in 
liberal arts from Eastern Mennonite 
College in Harrisonburg, Va. 
Her parents are Janet and John Stoner 
of Akron. 
has begun a W o m e n Helping Othe r W o m e n 
( W H O W ) g r o u p to f ind and lend suppor t to 
Brethren in Christ w o m e n in leadership and minis-
try. • The Ontario, Calif., congregat ion enjoyed a 
children's church musical presentat ion on Nov. 5. 
• D e n n y C o n a n t . minister in the Evangelical 
C h u r c h of Nor th America , filled the pulpit , sang, 
and played p iano in October and November for 
the Pacific Highway church. Salem, Ore. 
Early reports of 
1989 Christmas programs: 
Allegheny: Air Hil l—"Gett in ' Ready for the Mir-
ac l e ( c h i l d r e n ) ; C a r l i s l e — " G o d ' s R a i n b o w 
Promises of Chr i s tmas" (children), "Specially for 
Shepherds" ; Ceda r G r o v e — " A Promise Is Ful-
filled"; Chamber sbu rg—"Someth ing ' s Up D o w n 
in Beth lehem" (children), "Worsh ip the King"; 
Hollowell—"Come and Behold Him"; Paramount— 
" H o p e Was B o r n , " " T h e Gift Goes On"; Redland 
Valley—"A Chr is tmas Caro l . " 
Atlantic: Cross Roads—"Cal l His N a m e Jesus"; 
Hummels town—"Jesus , the Light of the World"; 
L a n c a s t e r — " T ' w a s a D i f f e r e n t N igh t Before 
Chr is tmas ,""Kingdom"; Millersville—"The Great-
est Gif t of All"; P a l m y r a — " C o m e to the Manger" ; 
R e f t o n — " H a r k , the Herald Angel" (children). 
Canadian: Nor th East C o m m u n i t y — " T h e Gif ts 
of Chris tmas"; Spr ingva le—"How Great O u r J o y " 
Central: Fairview—"The Little Chris tmas Lamb"; 
High land—"Chr i s tmas in the Cobbler ' s S h o p . " 
" J o u r n e y to Bethlehem"; Mor r i son—"Roya l Re-
spect"; Nappanee—"Chr i s tmas Comes to Lone 
S ta r Gulch"; Union Grove—"Tell Me the Stories 
of Jesus . " 
Midwest: Z i o n — " A Gift f o r the King." 
For the Record 
Births 
Bingaman: Lindsay Marie , Nov. 6; Stacey and 
Stephanie (Lindsay) Bingaman, Hollowell con-
gregation, Pa. 
Brown: Rose Marie, Sept. 25; Ricky and Jackie 
Brown, Fairland congregat ion. Pa. 
Burkholder: Rebecca Elizabeth, Nov. 9; Ker-
mit and Shela Burkholder . Mt. Rock congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Califano: Carr ie Beth. Nov. 16; Peter and 
Peggy Cal ifano, Carlisle congregat ion. Pa. 
Caruthers: Kelsey A n n , Oct. 24; Car l and J o d y 
(Barto) Caruthers , M a n o r congregat ion, Pa. 
Clark: Tracey Michelle, Nov. 16; Roger and 
Lynn Clark. Carlisle congregat ion. Pa. 
Climenhaga: Ka thryn Rob in , Mar . 2, 1989; 
David J o h n and D e b o r a h ( M o t t ) Cl imenhaga , 
Victoria. B.C. 
Curcio: S a m a n t h a Angelina, Oct. 19; Tab i tha 
Curcio . Welland congregat ion. Ont . 
Diaz: Tanya Elizabeth, Nov. 14; Hector and 
Cecilia (Flores) Diaz. Rosebank congregat ion, 
Ont . 
Ebersole: Laura Ann , Oct. 3; Eric and M a r t h a 
Ebersole, Fairland congregat ion. Pa. 
Emanualson: Paul Ryan, Oct. 9; Hal and J a n -
ice (MacKenzie) Emanua l son , Upper Oaks con-
gregation, Ont . 
Engle: Bethany Leigh, Nov. 2; Frederick and 
Nan (Heisey) Engle, M a n o r congregat ion. Pa. 
Frey: Corey Mat thew, Oct. 25; Mark and 
Heide (Bender) Frey, M a n o r congregat ion . Pa. 
Hernley: Kara Nicole, Nov. 8; Bernell and 
Barbara (Wetzel) Hernley, Cross R o a d s congrega-
tion, pa. 
Horner: Katelyn Carol . Oct. 30; Michael and 
Linda (Williams) Horner , M a n o r congregat ion . 
Pa. 
Guidelines for submitting church 
news and vital statistics have been 
mailed to each pastor. Any questions 
regarding the new procedures may be 
directed to P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
IN 46550, or call 219-773-3164. 
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Johnson: J o s e p h H. IV, Nov . 7; J o s e p h and 
Pa t ty (Hunsbu rge r ) J o h n s o n , Fairview congrega-
tion, Pa . 
Kirk: Kelsey Renee, Nov . 27; Lori and Steve 
Kirk, Highland congregat ion , Ohio . 
Mahoney: J o n a t h a n Micheal Wil l iam. Nov. 
13; S h a w n and Ca the r ine (McCar l ) Mahoney , 
S tayner congregat ion, Ont . 
Mailloux: Kelsey Renae , Dec. 8; Rick and 
Bonnie Mai l loux. N a p p a n e e congregat ion, Ind. 
Miller: Maureen Ellen, Ju ly 6, 1989; Wesley 
and D o n n a (Wolfe) Miller, Green Grove congre-
gat ion, Pa. 
Mummau: Sara Marie, Oct. 26; Vincent and 
Shirley (Kline) M u m m a u . Mt. Pleasant congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Norris: Dy lan J a c o b . Nov. 5; Ti to and Tami 
(Limbach) Norris , Amhers t congregat ion, Ohio. 
Pfeiffer: S tephen Glenn, Nov. 11; Glenn and 
Denys Pfeiffer, Fairview congregat ion, Ohio. 
Shenk: Ellie Lenae, Nov. 5; Rona ld and Jill 
(Hol land) Shenk, M a n o r congregat ion . Pa. 
Sider: S tephen Joseph Roy, Nov. 1; Daryl and 
Darlene Sider, Welland congregat ion, Ont . 
Stoermann: A a r o n James , Nov. 1; Mark and 
J o y S toe rmann , Mt. Rock congregat ion. Pa. 
Strausbaugh: T h o m a s Will iam, Nov. 13; Wil-
liam and Sandy S t rausbaugh , Mechanicsburg 
congregat ion, Pa. 




- the people of God gathered in congregations ministering 
to each other, and to other people in their communities, 
and in their world, 
- the people God calls to go from one congregation to 
minister with people in another congregation, or another 
community in the same regional conference, 
-the people God calls to go to another place in North 
America. 
—the people God calls to plant new churches on our own 
continent. 
—the people God sends to another area of his world. 
—the people who give and the people who receive. 
—the people who teach and preach, and the people who 
respond. 
—the people who send and the people who go. 
People for whom Christ died and for whom he is coming. 
Brethren in Christ Cooperative Ministries is people— 
actually Jesus and his people, doing God's work in God's 
way for God's glory! 
In 1990 let's celebrate 
being the 
People of God. 
by Merle E. Brubaker 
Director of Stewardship 
Congregational Stewardship for 1990 
Brethren in Christ Churches of North America 
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Trostle: Jessica Elese, Oct. 23; C h r i s t o p h e r a n d 
D e n d r a (Newhouse) Trost le . Cumber l and Valley 
congregat ion . Pa. 
Weikert: Ben jamin Robe r t . Nov. 24; Rober t 
and D o n n a (Oberholzer ) Weiker t . Hollowell con-
gregat ion. Pa. 
Yeager: Gabriel le Kaylyn. Nov. 8; Jeryl and 
Vanessa Yeager . New Gui l ford congrega t ion . Pa. 
Yoder: Na tasha Joy , Nov. 12; L a r r y a n d Teresa 
(Acke rman) Yoder . Fairview Ave. congregat ion. 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Allan-Hume: Jenn i fe r Lynn, daugh te r of Barry 
and M a r y Lou H u m e . Kitchener , Ont . , and David 
Scot t , son of Will iam and D i a n n e Allan, Kitch-
ener, Nov. 4, at the Westheights Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h with Rev. David I l lman officiating. 
Asper-Longenecker: L inda Longenecker and 
Richard Asper , Up land , Calif. , Oct. 21, at the 
Upland Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Wal-
ter Winger officiating. 
Hess-Meitzner: Marcy Lynn, daugh t e r of Carl 
and J o a n n e Mei tzner , Quake r town , Pa. , and 
A n t h o n y Michael , son of Wil l iam M. and the late 
E m m a Hess, M a n h e i m , Pa. , Nov . 25, a t the M a n -
heim Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h with Rev. Roy J . 
Pe te rman officiating. 
John-Engle : M a r y , d a u g h t e r of C h a r l o t t e 
Engle, and D o n a l d Jr . , son of Mr . and Mrs. 
Dona ld J o h n Sr . , Oct . 28, a t the Five F o r k s 
Brethren in Chris t C h u r c h with Rev. George 
Pouge and Rev. Wi lbur Besecker officiating. 
Petratos-Herr: Heather Deann , daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs . J a c k H. Herr , Lancaster , Pa. , and D e n -
nis Carl J r . , son of Mr . and Mrs . Dennis C. Pet ra-
tos, Lancas ter , Nov . 11, a t the Pequea Brethren in 
Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Gera ld Winger t offici-
ating. 
R a d n o r - B a u m : L o r i J o B a u m , M t . Hol ly 
Springs, Pa. , and Dale R a d n o r , Carlisle, Pa., Nov. 
18, a t the Wesley Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h with 
Rev. Wil l iam Baubli tz J r . officiating. 
Ralph-Long: Deb ra Eckst ine-Long, daugh te r 
of Patr icia She l ton , Mechanicsburg , Pa. , and 
David Earl Ra lph , son of Opa l H u f f m a n , Gary, 
Ind. , Nov . 4, a t the C u m b e r l a n d Valley Brethren 
in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Sampsell-Rider: Kimberly Mae , daugh t e r of 
Mr. a n d Mrs . Dav id Rider , Spr ing Mills, Pa. , and 
Haro ld T r o y , son of Mr . and Mrs. Paul Sampsel l , 
Cen t r e Hall , Pa . , Aug. 19, 1989, a t the Green 
Grove Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Paul 
S m u c k e r officiating. 
Sider-Lichtenberger: Doris Mar ie Lichtenberg-
er. F o r t Erie, On t . , a n d A. L o m e Sider , F o r t Erie, 
Oct . 14, a t the Sherks ton Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h with Rev. D w a y n e Hule t t and Rev. Leon-
ard J . Chester officiat ing. 
Smith-Behrndt: W e n d y Lea Behrndt . M a n -
heim, Pa. , and J a m e s C. Smi th , M a n h e i m , Nov. 
18, at the M a n h e i m Brethren in Chris t C h u r c h 
with Rev. Roy J . Pe t e rman officiating. 
Snyder-Heath: S tacey Lee, daugh t e r of Dennis 
and Lois Hea th , Liverpool , Pa. , and Lonnie Lewis 
J r . , son of Lonn ie a n d Dar lene Snyder , McAlis-
terville. Pa. , Nov . 25, a t the C e d a r Grove Brethren 
in Chris t C h u r c h with Rev. Celo V. Lietzel 
officiating. 
Stoner-Hall: Stacy Lynn, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Hall, Mechanicsburg, P a . , a n d Michael 
Bradley, son of Mr . and Mrs. David Stoner , 
Mechanicsburg, Oct. 14. at the Cumber land Val-
ley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Kibler: M. Esther Kibler. born Dec. 8, 1906. 
the daugh te r of the late A a r o n and Cather ine 
B r u m b a u g h Stern, died Nov. 6. Surviving are her 
h u s b a n d , J o h n S. Kibler; two sons. Rev. George, 
and J o h n K.; seven grandchi ldren; five great-
grandchi ldren; and a bro ther , J a c o b Stern. She 
and her husband had observed their 50th wedding 
anniversary on May 6,1989. She was a graduate of 
the Chicago School of Practical Nursing. The fu -
neral service was held at the M a n o r Church , 
Mountvi l le , Pa. , where she was a member , with 
Rev. J o h n B. H a w b a k e r and Rev. Rober t L. 
Sheetz officiating. Interment was in the Schock 
family cemetery. 
Raser: E m m a L. Raser , bo rn Oct. 19, 1901, in 
Waukee , Iowa, the daugh te r of J a c o b W. and 
Outstanding plenary speakers Charles 
Colson, Tony Evans, and Becky Pippert 
will explore the convention theme, 
"Stewardship: Do all for the glory of 
God," during the National Association 
of Evangelicals' 48th Annual Conven-
tion March 6-8, 1990, at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Phoenix, Ariz. 
Colson, the opening night's keynote 
speaker, has become a highly regarded 
author and columnist and a leading 
spokesman for evangelical Christianity. 
A leader in Christian social action and 
criminal justice reform, he serves as 
chairman of the board of Prison Fellow-
ship Ministries. On Wednesday night, 
Tony Evans, senior pastor of Oak Cliff 
Bible Fellowship in Dallas, Texas, and 
founder and president of The Urban 
Alternative, approaches the convention 
theme from a second point of view. Pip-
pert, a noted author and speaker on 
evangelism, who wrote Out of the Salt 
Shaker, a modern classic on evangelism, 
climaxes the convention with her ban-
quet address. 
Colson is also featured at the Leader-
ship Session on Wednesday. He probes 
ways to assist those who are often vic-
timized by the justice system and will 
present a workable biblical solution to 
the mushrooming problem of crime. 
Thursday morning's highlight is the 
Open Forum with the timely topic, 
"Donors and Dollars: Where Will They 
Come From?" Daniel Baumann, execu-
A m a n d a L e h m a n Raser , died Nov. 4. Preceding 
her in death were her parents; three brothers , 
J a c o b , J o h n , and Oscar; and f o u r sisters, Mary 
Scott , Hettie Wingert , Susan N o o n a n , and Anna 
Raser. Surviving is a brother . Rudy . E m m a was 
retired f r o m the Iowa Rehabi l i ta t ion Center in 
Des Moines. She had worked in h o m e missions 
and tent meetings. The funera l was held at the 
M o u n d Park church , Dallas Center , where she 
was a member , with Rev. Harold Raser and Rev. 
Paul Everhard officiating. Interment was in the 
Brethren Cemetery, Dallas Center . 
Royer: Gloria J. Royer , born J u n e 20. 1942, 
the daugh te r of the late George and Kathryn 
Samuelson Morgre t . died Nov. 7. Preceding her in 
death was a sister, Lois F r o m m . Surviving are her 
husband W a y n e Royer ; two sons, Eric W., and 
Samuel W.; two daughters , Kelly J . Andrus , and 
R h o n d a R.; a sister, Georgie Robb ; and three 
grandchi ldren. Gloria was a nurses ' aide at Locke 
Haven Hospi ta l . She was a m e m b e r of the C e d a r 
Heights congregat ion, Miff l in town, Pa. The f u -
neral service was held at the Donald G. Walker 
Funera l Home , F lemington , with Rev. J o h n L. 
Bundy officiating. In terment was in Fairview 
Cemetery. Loganton , Pa. 
tive director of the Church and Pastoral 
Services for the Baptist General Confer-
ence, and Ed Plowman, a veteran Chris-
tian journalist, will examine issues such 
as materialism, rising costs, and the new 
giving patterns of baby boomers. 
Biblical keynoter Joel Nederhood, 
the familiar voice on The Back to God 
Hour/Faith 20 of the Christian Re-
formed Church for 24 years, spiritually 
launches Wednesday and Thursday 
morning sessions with guidance for those 
who seek to "do all for God's glory." 
Additional well-known speakers at 
the convention's luncheons and work-
shops include Tommy Barnett, Jill Bris-
coe, Ted Engstrom, Carl F. H. Henry, 
Jay Kesler, John C. Maxwell, and Larry 
Ward. Also, NAE President John H. 
White and Executive Director Billy A. 
Melvin present significant challenges 
facing evangelicals. 
Other highlights include more than 
100 exhibits of the latest in evangelical 
publications, supplies, teaching aids and 
equipment at the convention's Resource 
Center; and 30 practical workshops and 
10 luncheons sponsored by NAE's sub-
sidiary; affiliates, and commissions. 
NAE's newest affiliate, the Christian 
Stewardship Association, offers a criti-
cal pre-convention conference, "Except 
the Lord Build the House,"to assist pas-
tors and laypersons to consider effective 
ways the local church can secure the 
needed funds for expansion and growth. 
Colson, Evans, Pippert 
to address NAE convention 
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o f Ve*ce — 
In the city of Harrisburg, where I live, 
Martin Luther King Day on January 15 
has been celebrated for many years. The 
city schools always have off, there are 
essay contests on Dr. King's contribu-
tions, and the main street through town 
has been renamed for Dr. King. So 
when I ran across a peacemaking re-
source for kids entitled Fighting Fair: 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. for Kids, I 
was immediately intrigued. 
Designed for older elementary and 
junior high children, Fighting Fair (writ-
ten by Fran Schmidt and Alice Fried-
man, published by the Grace Contrino 
Abrams Peace Education Foundation, 
1986) consists of six lessons with a 
teacher's guide and reproducible student 
pages. It is accompanied by a large pos-
ter, "Rules for Fighting Fair,"and by an 
18-minute video illustrating King's non-
violent strategies. Besides using clips 
from King's life, the video also includes 
a skit with children arguing over the use 
of a neighborhood basketball court. 
The concepts taught by the series 
include: 
—words, actions, and body language 
("fighting fouls") can escalate 
conflicts 
—a strong person is the one who 
uses nonviolent methods 
—cooperation gives people the cour-
age and strength needed to solve a 
problem 
—courage takes time and practice to 
develop 
—all people are worthy of dignity 
and respect regardless of race, 
nationality, religion, physical ap-
pearance, or beliefs 
The Rules for Fighting Fair: 
1. Identify the problem. 
2. Focus on the problem. 
3. Attack the problem, not the 
person. 
4. Listen with an open mind. 
5. Treat a person's feelings with 
respect. 
6. Take responsibility for your ac-
tions. 
While Fighting Fair is not based spe-
cifically on biblical principles (it is a sec-
ular peacemaking resource), the ideas 
and strategies in the lessons are good 
ones for Christians committed to the 
nonviolent resolution of conflict to teach 
their children. For use in the church 
(Sunday school, summer programs, etc.), 
teachers could place the lessons in the 
context of Christian faith and biblical 
truth. 
Both the study guide and the video 
are available for loan from the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 (717-653-8251). 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
Niagara Christian College 
Fort Erie, Ontario 
PRESIDENT 
Niagara Christian College is a non-profit, co-education, day/boarding 
Christian secondary school (Grades 7-12/ OAC). NCC was established in 
1932 and is sponsored by the Brethren in Christ denomination. 
The Board of Trustees is seeking a president to begin July 1, 1990. We 
seek candidates with experience in educational administration, a strong 
commitment to Christian schooling, leadership abilities within the institu-
tion, abilities in developing vision and long-range planning. 
Interested candidates should send resume and cover letter by March 1, 
1990, to: 
Mr. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman 
Niagara Christian College 
2619 Niagara Parkway 
Fort Erie, ONT L2A 5M4 
IMessiah College News 
Ministers Conference 
The 25th annual Ministers Confer-
ence will be held at Messiah College 
Monday, February 19 through Wed-
nesday, February 21. Three speakers 
will highlight the conference: Dr. David 
Augsburger, Professor of Pastoral Care 
and Counseling at the Associated Men-
nonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, 
Indiana; Dr. Calvin Miller, pastor and 
well-known author; and Dr. Ronald J. 
Sider, Professor of Theology and Cul-
ture at Eastern Baptist Seminary in 
Philadelphia. 
In three separate addresses Dr. Augs-
burger will speak on "Telling the Story 
of Transformation, Reconciliation, and 
Caring in the Community." Dr. Miller's 
topics include "Spirit-Filled Preaching," 
and the sermon as both story and rela-
tional truth. Dr. Sider will round out the 
program with an address entitled, "The 
Prophetic Story: Living Kingdom Chris-
tianity Today." 
In addition, various seminars such as 
"Equipping Lay-Leaders in the Local 
Church" and "Determining Pastoral 
Workload" are included around general 
sessions. 
Registration fees are $15.00 for one 
day and $25.00 for two days. Group 
rates for three or more from the same 
congregation are $ 12.00 for one day and 
26 Evangelical Visitor 
$20.00 for two days. You are encour-
aged to bring leaders from your church. 
Those who register by February 5 will 
receive a free copy of the Minister's 
Income Tax Guide for 1989 Returns. 
There is a 10% reduction for those who 
pre-pay by February 5. 
For additional information call 800-
637-8650. 
Fourth annual Learn & Lunch 
program planned 
Saturday, March 10, has been set 
aside for the fourth annual Learn & 
Lunch program, an exciting learning 
experience just for women. Sponsored 
by the Messiah College Auxiliary, this 
year's featured speaker is Mrs. Esther 
Augsburger, artist and wife of Myron 
Augsburger, former president of East-
ern Mennonite College and currently 
president of the Christian College Coali-
tion. Mrs. Augsburger will speak on 
"Seasons of Our Lives." 
A full morning of workshops is being 
planned, with topics of interest to women 
of all ages. For more information, con-
tact Rebekah Basinger, assistant to the 
president for special projects, at (717) 
766-2511, or write her at Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Looking? Plan to spend 
a day at Messiah 
Prospective students and their fami-
lies are invited to spend a day at Messiah 
this semester. Several special preview 
days have been planned. These days 
start with registration in the Eisenhower 
Campus Center at 9:15 a.m. Included 
are academic and financial aid informa-
tion sessions, campus tours, and a com-
plimentary lunch with faculty and 
students. 
Preview Days for all majors: Mon-
day, February 19 and Saturday, March 
3. ' 
Department Days for all specific ma-
jors: Friday, February 9—Engineering, 
Mathematical Sciences, Management 
and Business; Friday, February 23— 
Nursing and Natural Sciences. 
There will also be a special program 
for students from minority ethnic back-
grounds on Minority Awareness Day, 
Monday, January 15, Martin Luther 
King Day. 
If you don't see a date here that's 
convenient for the whole family, call the 
admissions office at (717) 691-6000 to 
set up your own time to visit. 
Messiah College 
Faculty Positions 
Messiah College is filling the following new positions for 1990-91, 
and welcomes applications from members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, as well as others committed to an evangelical expression of 
the Christian faith. 
Education: Chair of Department offering majors in Elementary 
Education (K-6), Early Childhood (N-3) and Home Economics; and 
seven secondary certification programs. Ph.D. or Ed.D. required 
with leadership experience in public education and higher education. 
Engineering: Teach in new BSE program having options in Electri-
cal and Mechanical Engineering. Ph.D. desired, but M.S. with signif-
icant industrial experience considered. Preference to applicants 
with specialization in the Thermal Sciences. 
Political Science: Specialization in American Politics or Politics of 
the Developing Countries, with secondary interest in the other field. 
Ph.D. preferred, though ABD will be considered. 
Social Work: Primarily teach Social Work, with some assignments 
in Sociology and interdisciplinary courses. Ph.D. in Social Work or 
related field strongly preferred. Minimum of MSW and two years of 
field experience required. 
Spanish: Teach introductory Spanish and upper level courses in 
Latin American Literature and Culture. Near-native Spanish-speak-
ing ability desired. Strongly prefer Ph.D. or ABD in Latin American 
Studies. 
Communications: Emphasis on Mass Media. Teach Radio, Media 
and Speech Communication courses, and manage the College FM 
radio station. Doctorate preferred. Experience working in a radio 
station highly desirable. 
Women and Minorities Encouraged to Apply. 
Send letter of inquiry and resume to: 
Dr. Harold Heie, Dean of the College 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17027 
A N E Q U A L O P P O R T U N I T Y , A F F I R M A T I V E A C T I O N E M P L O Y E R 
Job Opening 
Associate Director for Services to 
Health and Welfare Programs, Men-
nonite Health Services, starting April 
15,1990. Provide direction and admin-
istrative services to health and welfare 
institutions; develop and execute pro-
grams of administrative consultation 
and contracted management services 
for member institutions. Executive ex-
perienceand master's degree in health-
care administration preferred. Strong 
leadership skills and Mennonite or 
Brethren affiliation required. Contact 
Carl L. Good, Executive Director, 
Mennonite Health Services, Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 (Phone: 717-
859-1151) by February 15. 
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Fifth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
Historical-Critical 
Interpretation 
by Frederick W. Schmidt 
"Historical criticism" is the phrase 
often used to describe the approach 
which dominates most contemporary 
study of the biblical text. But it is not the 
phrase which best captures the intention 
of the method. This is due in part to the 
negative connotations which have at-
tached themselves to the word "criti-
cism," and it is due in part to the promi-
nence given the word "criticism" in the 
phrase itself. More appropriate (even if 
unwieldly) is the phrase "historical-
critical interpretation," because ultimate-
ly the purpose of the method is to inter-
pret (that is, "understand") the biblical 
text. 
Historical interpretation 
The adjective "historical" refers to the 
method 's interest in discovering the 
intended meaning of the biblical text 
(insofar as it is possible). At the fore-
f ront of such studies are the original 
writer and readers, as well as the histori-
cal, social, and cultural circumstances 
which gave rise to the text under con-
sideration. 
The interpreter recognizes that the 
concerns which shaped the biblical text 
are not necessarily the same concerns 
which we bring to our reading of it. For 
that reason, an accurate understanding 
of the text and an assessment of its sig-
nificance for us today begins with ap-
preciating just how much "distance" 
exists between us and the people to 
whom a given writing was originally 
addressed. 
That this is necessary should not sur-
prise us, but it is a fact which is often and 
At Messiah for two years, Dr. Schmidt 
has taught at Asbury Theological Seminary 
and Oxford University, where he received his 
doctoral degree in New Testament studies. A 
United Methodist minister, he, his wife 
Elaine, and daughter Lindsay (age three) live 
in Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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easily forgotten—in large part because 
Scripture seems so familiar to us. We 
forget, for example, that the earliest 
Christians were not people who thought 
of themselves as Christians at all, but 
thought of themselves as Jews on whose 
behalf the Messiah had already come. It 
requires a conscious effort to remember 
that women were viewed so differently 
that one rabbi is said to have taught his 
young disciples to pray, "[I thank the 
Lord] that he did not make me a Gen-
tile, . . . a woman, . . . or a boor." 
And it is particularly difficult for us to 
grasp the intimate connections which 
the ancient Israelites perceived between 
the political and the religious in a nation 
where one of the central tenets of the 
Constitution is the separation of church 
and state. 
In addition to learning as much as 
possible about such fundamental differ-
ences (and there are others), the inter-
preter is also interested in learning as 
much as he can about the specific histor-
ical setting of each book. Far from being 
abstract, theological treatises, the books 
of the Old and New Testament are 
"occasional" pieces of literature, written 
to specific people, dealing with specific 
struggles, events and controversies. Know-
ing as much as possible about these mat-
ters informs the interpreter's study of a 
given text and suggests possible ways in 
which the message of the text might be 
brought to bear upon the contemporary 
life of the church. 
Critical interpretation 
If the word "historical" suggests the 
areas of study with which the interpreter 
is concerned, the word "critical" de-
scribes the way in which she or he goes 
about the task of interpretation. Far 
f rom meaning "captious" or "fault-find-
ing," however, the biblical "critic" is one 
who goes about the task of interpreta-
tion in a "thinking" or "discerning" 
fashion. And it is this (inherently posi-
tive) contribution that the critic seeks to 
make. Carefully weighing the evidence 
which historical study makes available, 
the interpreter raises questions in order 
to arrive at new certainties (or to as 
much certainty as is possible). 
Therefore, while it must be freely 
admitted that biblical critics have also 
been skeptics at times, the equation of 
criticism with skepticism is not a neces-
sary one, nor does the practice of criti-
cism lead inevitably to a loss of faith. 
The historical-critical approach to the 
interpretation of Scripture is no more 
(or less) susceptible to misuse than is any 
other approach to the task, including an 
approach governed by no method at all. 
To the contrary, because historical data 
is the common property of anyone pre-
pared to take the time and effort neces-
sary to master it, the critical approach is 
in fact an advance over other methods. 
For while one subjective interpretation 
of a passage pitted against another 
leaves no room for discussion, the his-
torical-critical method requires both 
parties to defend their views on the basis 
of method and evidence. 
This is why a truly "critical" reading 
of the biblical text goes beyond a careful 
reading of the text alone. Ultimately, the 
critical process of raising and answering 
questions should involve probing not 
only the words and worlds of the biblical 
text, but our own words and worlds as 
well. Our own experiences inevitably 
shape what we see and how we see it. 
And if the interpreter of Scripture is to 
succeed in finding "a word from God" 
for his or her own generation, then that 
person should be prepared to submit 
his/her own views to close scrutiny. 
The increasing popularity of the so-
called "health and wealth gospel" makes 
the importance of such scrutiny clear. Its 
proponents shun the use of tools like 
historical-critical interpretation. Yet, can 
it be doubted that their views have been 
shaped and are sustained by our nation's 
prosperity, rather than a critical reading 
of the biblical text? Far f rom posing a 
threat to the Christian faith, methods of 
study like those available to the histori-
cal critic make the challenge and assess-
ment of such notions possible. 
Historical-critical interpretation 
and the believer 
If reservations about historical-critical 
interpretation persist, they often include 
this one: Does not an emphasis upon 
historical-critical interpretation render 
the biblical text inaccessible to the aver-
age reader? Put another way the concern 
might be described in these terms: When 
the importance of an informed, critical 
reading of Scripture is emphasized, what 
Evangelical Visitor 
becomes of the "priesthood of the 
believer"? 
In response these points might be 
made: (1) The doctrine that every believer 
is her or his own priest is meant to stress 
the equal accessibility of God to every 
believer. It does not imply (and should 
not, if it did) that every believer is 
equally capable of making the same 
kind of contribution to the community 
of faith. (2) The notion that everyone 
should be able to read the Bible in the 
same way and at the same depth is born 
instead of the American emphasis upon 
egalitarianism. It is not realistic (or theo-
logically necessary) to believe that every-
one will. Differences in opportunity, 
occupation, and formal education inev-
itably translate into differences in facil-
ity with some issues pertaining to the 
interpretation of Scripture. (3) But those 
same differences mean that the lay reader 
will also make contributions which the 
critic cannot. In this regard the "eye of 
faith" is capable of insights which even 
the best-trained mind will be unable to 
achieve. (4) Ultimately the church's depth 
of appreciation for the message of Scrip-
ture is limited, rather than increased, by 
insisting that everyone read Scripture at 
the same level. Placed in community 
with one another, we are as dependent 
upon that community for an accurate 
understanding of the biblical text as we 
are for anything else touching the vital-
ity of our faith. 
For further reading: 
Brown, Milton P. To Hear the Word; 
Invitation to Serious Study of the Bible. 
Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 
1987. (See especially pp. 149-208) 
Harrington, Daniel J. Interpreting 
the Old Testament; A Practical Guide. 
Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, Inc., 
1981. 
Harrington, Daniel J. Interpreting 
the New Testament; A Practical Guide. 
Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, Inc., 
1979. • 
Qnesims 
I can't begin to express my gratitude 
to you for that letter to Philemon. As a 
result of it, I am a free man! Yes, he 
came to see that there was something 
inconsistent about owning a brother, 
and so he has released me to serve Christ 
as I feel led. He forgave me freely for 
running away, he said, as the Lord for-
gave him for so long resisting the Spirit. 
But now, Paul, what do I do with all 
this freedom? Suddenly I am confused 
by a multiplicity of options. I guess I 
never understood, while in slavery, that 
freedom brings responsibility and that 
decision-making can be so frustrating. 
You see, in one way I would like to stay 
on with Philemon. His generosity has 
moved me and drawn me to him. But I 
owe you a great deal, too, Paul, and I 
know that you need me. What a won-
derful thing to be able to serve you as a 
free man, and not as a runaway, fearful 
of being captured. On the other hand, I 
would enjoy finding a vocation, and 
establishing a home and family. Why 
can't I just live out my life naturally as 
many good men do? 
But the big reality, the one 1 can't 
shake, is the need to get the gospel out to 
the unreached, and to do it fast. Our 
society seems utterly bankrupt, both 
morally and spiritually. I dream of a 
redeemed society, consisting of individ-
uals transformed by the power of the 
gospel. But how can it come in the face 
of so much opposition? How can the 
church become a power in society when 
both the religious and the temporal 
leaders are trying to do it in? How can 
the sheep rally to the cause when so 
many of its leading shepherds have been 
silenced? 
Of course, beloved Paul, you can't 
really be silenced as long as you have a 
pen. You have no idea how much com-
fort and direction the churches receive 
from your letters. I suppose that is why 1 
think you might have a good word for 
me. 
Here are some of the things which I 
would like to discuss with you. You are 
aware of the hordes of barbarians to the 
north of us. They are crude and uncivil-
ized, and our culture would be wiped 
out if they overran us. I wonder—did 
Jesus die for them, too? Do you think 
that they have any capacity to respond 
to the Word? Should the church be 
attempting to reach them with the love 
of Christ before they reach us with vio-
lence and destruction? And more per-
sonally, do you think that 1 might be 
useful in that sort of missionary activity? 
I have much to learn before I try to 
teach anyone else. My time spent with 
you gave me a real grounding in the 
faith, but I feel that I will need a clearer 
and firmer grasp of the essentials of the 
faith if I am to be on the cutting edge of 
proclamation. You have done better 
than anyone else in ridding your think-
ing of the cultural accretions that so 
many Jewish Christians have tried to 
retain and attach to our living faith. 
No doubt I exude the Greek mind-set 
without being aware of it. In spite of all 
of its weaknesses, I appreciate the cul-
ture in which I have learned to function. 
At the same time, I must recognize that 
it is not the only way, and that barbar-
ians need not learn to live and think like 
Greeks, Romans, or Jews in order to 
know that God has come to live and die 
in the flesh so that we might become one 
big family in him. 
Well, you can see how my new-found 
freedom has somehow liberated my 
mind as well as my body. I no longer 
think like a slave; I find it all so exhilarat-
ing, but I also need parameters. 
So, Brother Paul, I hope soon to see 
you, partly because I want to serve you, 
and partly because I know that you will 
keep my new-found freedom from going 
to my head! The thought of your faith-
fulness and stability in spite of your own 
lost freedom is helping me to under-
stand what real freedom is. I remember 
you always with gratitude in my prayers. 
Onesimus 
We begin 1990 with a new Onesimus— 
Onesimus VIII. Even though Onesimus 
VII wrote of the Apostle Paul's demise 
(April 1989), a number of "earlier let-
ters" to Paul were recently "discovered," 
which will appear in future columns. 
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga wrote the 
1989 Onesimus column. A retired edu-
cator, missionary, and bishop in the 
Brethren in Christ Church, Arthur and 
his wife Lona are actively engaged in 
ministry basedfrom their home at Mes-
siah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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Guns and the 
violence within 
Several months ago, Time magazine's 
cover story pictured over 400 people 
who had been killed by guns in the 
United States during a given week. 
Many had been murdered, either delib-
erately or in the heat of an argument, 
and others had been innocent victims of 
an accident. There were children killed 
by a friend or sibling who had been 
playing with a gun he or she didn't know 
was loaded. Some had used a gun to 
commit suicide. 
The statistics related to deaths by 
firearms in the United States are as-
tounding. In 1984-1985, 62,897 were 
killed (more Americans than died dur-
ing the entire eight and a half years of 
the Vietnam War!); in 1986, 18,153 
committed suicide with a gun; guns kept 
at home (ostensibly for family protec-
tion) are six times more likely to be used 
on a family member or friend than on an 
intruder; in 1985 in Canada (with 25 
million people), there were five deaths 
by handguns, while in the United States 
(239 million) there were 8,092. The dif-
ference between the United States and 
Canada (and many other countries) is 
related to the level of restrictions on 
handgun ownership. (Statistics quoted 
from "Up In Arms Over Gun Control," 
ESA Advocate, April 1989). 
The reason I am "up in arms" right 
now is that just this week a local high 
school student was murdered by another 
student. He was just one year older than 
my own daughter; his girlfriend is a 
band acquaintance of hers. A brawl had 
erupted at the school bus stop over 
someone's girlfriend; the victim went to 
his home to see what was going on and 
ended up being in the line of fire when a 
boy pulled the trigger. 
Incidents like this one outrage me. 
Perhaps if there were tighter restrictions 
on gun sales and ownership, this wouldn't 
have happened. I am tired of the slogan 
used by opponents of gun control "guns 
don't kill people; people kill people" 
because it is only partially true at best. I 
know that a gun doesn't usually fire on 
its own. I also know that if someone 
really wants to kill, he or she can, 
whether by gun or some other weapon. 
But 1 am also convinced that simply by 
their presence and accessibility, guns 
often allow people to kill. The evidence 
certainly suggests that there would be 
far fewer deaths in the United States if 
guns were less available. 
Yet whether or not to pass laws re-
stricting the sale of handguns and other 
firearms or banning some types entirely 
is not the real issue for me. What really 
disturbs me are the assumptions in our 
society that make it desirable to possess 
and be prepared to use a gun. (I'm not 
talking about guns used strictly for hunt-
ing.) For many, owning a gun is a way of 
feeling secure against all possible threats, 
or a way of expressing one's "toughness" 
and resolve to get revenge should anyone 
dare to get in the way or threaten us or 
those we love. The willingness to use a 
gun, then, demonstrates a belief that 
paying back evil for evil is not only jus-
tifiable but right. It perpetuates the 
notion that equivalent or harsher vio-
lence is an appropriate response to 
violence. 
The gun has become something of a 
symbol of the violence within us. When 
people vehemently insist on their right 
to own a gun (and, by implication, to use 
it if the situation arises), they are suc-
cumbing to that violence instead of 
deliberately looking for and choosing 
alternative ways of confronting evil and 
managing angry and violent feelings. 
The problem is not so much that we 
get angry or feel the urge to hurt back 
when we are hurt (those are normal 
human reactions, and we are probably 
denying part of who we are if we say that 
we don't have those feelings); the prob-
lem is that as a society we seem to do so 
many things that perpetuate the accep-
tability of violent responses rather than 
model alternatives. From the messages 
our children receive from television and 
movies all the way to our foreign policy, 
we don't seem to do very well at com-
municating the simple truth that "vio-
lence begets violence," or stopping the 
cycle. 
As Christians we say that only God 
can change us and give us the will and 
the power to be like Jesus. Only God can 
can enable us to love—even our enemies— 
and forgive rather than punish those 
who wrong us. That part of the gospel 
message, which has been central in 
Brethren in Christ theology, is needed 
more than ever in the world today. I 
become more convinced of that every 
time I hear of someone else killed by a 
gun. To me, each death caused by a gun 
symbolizes how important it is for all 
Christians to model Jesus' way of non-




Bulletins and newsletters reprint-
ing ' Pont ius ' Pudd le " f r o m the 
Visitor must pay $10 for each 
use to Joe l K a u f f m a n n , 111 
Car ter Road. Goshen , IN 46526 
S M O W I S L \ K E 
T H E N E W Y E A t f . 
I T B E G r l V Y S A S A 
G I F T F R O t A G r O D - -
PORE,OMSPO\LED, 
POLL. OF HOPE 
AND PRO^\SE. 
THEM IT PALLS 
INTO THE HANDS 




Thoughts on being a lay woman in the '90s 
Jane t Peifer's two-par t research paper on women, and 
the upcoming W o m e n and Leadership conference in 
March are serving to raise the awareness of the Brethren 
in Christ abou t the func t ion of women in our denomina-
tion. I found Peifer's study thought-provoking. But, then 
again, my own life in the '80s has provoked its own share 
of thoughts . 
1 don ' t consider myself a feminist in the secular sense of 
the word. In fact, I began the '80s downright anti-feminist 
because of the pejoratives sur rounding the word in evan-
gelical circles. But I've come a long way since putt ing one 
foot into the work force in 1983. Though not now techni-
cally "feminist ," I certainly have a much greater aware-
ness of and sympathy toward the challenges that face 
women—especially women dedicated to the church—in 
the '90s. I have lots of observations, but space for only a 
few. 
For one thing, I am hearing rumblings a m o n g us that 
soon may lead to the end of the "gifts e ra ." The emphasis 
on individualism in the '60s, 70s, and '80s in secular 
society took its own fo rm in the church. We picked up the 
positive side of the trend by stressing the right and obliga-
tion of the lay person to funct ion by the power of the 
Holy Spirit in a myriad of ministries which are both 
edifying to the church and self-fulfilling. Women espe-
cially seemed to see this t rend as their open door . In fact, 
some of us educated in the past two or three decades 
never even contemplated the possibility that some scrip-
tural c o m m a n d s are not for women. We saw obedience 
to Scripture as a matter for all. 
Very recently, however, I have begun to hear some 
people—male and female alike—voicing the opinion that 
this emphasis on gifts has had a damaging effect on the 
church. We need, they contend, to return to a more 
self-less mode. They would seek to downplay self-
fulfi l lment, the edifying funct ion of the use of gifts, and 
the promise expressed by Jesus in John 10:10 about 
a b u n d a n t life. This pendulum effect concerning gifts, 
while possibly bringing the concepts of servanthood and 
communi ty accountabil i ty back into proper balance, 
may damage the progress women have made in their 
varied a t tempts to serve the church. 
A second, related observation seems obvious: some 
women are no t good at cooking, sewing, teaching chil-
dren, hospitality, and the other "women's roles" in the 
church. Their talents and calling are in other areas. 
Women who do not "fit the m o l d " can and d o run into 
opposition at the local church level which might cause 
them to recoil f r o m fur ther involvement. In fact, any lay 
person who feels free to exercise his or her God-given, 
God-called abilities in an all-out effort for the church 
eventually may be labeled as a threat to the established 
order and pace of the community . But women, especially 
those who have limited or no employment outside the 
home, for some reason are viewed as unusually pushy. 
Sooner or later their ideas, initiative, or talent may cause 
discomfort for those who think church is primarily a 
haven for the mundane and mediocre, or those who work 
and cannot give full at tention to church matters. Women , 
no matter how selfless their motives, often are resented 
by men and other women, and enter into self-doubt and 
feelings of guilt. It is the rare pastor-administrator or 
committee chairperson who knows how to deal wisely 
and compassionately with the zeal of a woman "turned 
o n " to God's service. 
Another altogether different aspect of the church fem-
inism issue has to do with the sexual immorali ty of 
prominent Christians of the '80s. Because the church is in 
a panic about human frailty, we are in danger of reverting 
to the time when a w o m a n was looked on merely as 
temptress—whether or not her intention was to be 
such—and therefore excluding women f r o m predomi-
nantly male settings. We are in peril of letting the fear of 
temptat ion jeopardize our faith in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to keep us pure. Christians can be educated how to 
guard against sexual temptat ion, and how to stop the 
aggression of a coworker. What ' s more, those persons in 
pastoral and preaching positions will have to say defini-
tively to the church that the temptat ion is not the sin. 
Tempta t ion—in its varied forms—is a normal , c o m m o n -
ly-encountered part of life which must be turned over to 
and overcome by the power of the Holy Spirit within us. 
If this were not true, our Lord—because of his wilderness 
tempta t ion—was not sinless, and therefore not our 
Savior. 
One last observation about women and the Visitor. A 
person might read Peifer's research and conclude that the 
Visitor since the onset of the '80s has been unsympathet ic 
to women's issues. At the risk of seeming defensive, let us 
suggest that we count the articles written by women, and 
that we examine how much of a prophetic (i.e., teaching, 
influencing) voice women have been allowed in print 
before the final verdict is rendered on editorial policy. 
And, by the way, though I may be older, more business-
like, and less "feminine" (whatever that means) than in 
1980, I am gratefully aware that the words penned by a 
woman are filling this space on this page. 
hj 
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Steps to recovery 
by Owen H. Alderfer 
Listening to Bill Pearce's "Night 
Sounds" on one of the local Christian 
radio voices one night, a phrase the host 
used grabbed me: "Steps to recovery." 
He was talking about a woman who had 
been horribly abused as a child and the 
resulting struggles she was experiencing 
in coming to and holding her faith in 
God. The phrase—and Pearce's com-
ments—spoke to my condition on a 
couple points: I've been through some 
heavy going physically in the past year 
and working through some "steps to 
recovery." Analogies for us in the spirit-
ual realm arising f rom this phrase bear 
examining. 
On November 12, 1988, while picking 
up leaves in my yard, I tossed a bag on 
the wheelbarrow resulting in sharp back 
pain. Studies and treatments finally 
brought a diagnosis of a fractured ver-
tebra associated with multiple myeloma, 
cancer of the bone marrow. From there 
things were downhill as multiple mye-
loma tends to lessen immunity and 
weaken resistance. A third hospitaliza-
tion, this time with a serious lung infec-
tion, began March 5 and lasted six 
weeks. I learned that serious illness 
affects the total person—body, mind, 
emotions, spirit. It was a great comfort 
to know the support of a network of 
prayer f rom all over the brotherhood— 
literally around the world. Certainly 
God was in charge. Still, 1 was seriously 
and totally ill and recovery did not come 
immediately. 
April 15 I was released from the hos-
pital, so weak I could not get out of bed 
without help or walk without a walker. 
But a recovery process had begun. There 
were numbers of agencies of recovery— 
God's ways of bringing recovery are var-
ious and sometimes mysterious. I am 
confident that the prayers of God's peo-
ple were effective, for I knew I was in 
God's hands. Doctors and nurses were 
ministers of recovery. Brothers and sis-
ters in their prayers, cards, and other 
expressions were ministers of recovery. 
My wife Ardis and my two children and 
their families were ministers of recovery 
in their support and caring. 
Little by little I began to regain my 
strength—step by step. My mind began 
to clear, my strength of voice returned, I 
was able to walk again, I could work in 
the office once more, and yes, the spirit-
ual vitality was restored. I am still living 
with multiple myeloma, but every day is 
special with evidence of steps to recovery. 
My current journey has many analo-
gies for spiritual recovery: God's work in 
us is instant and total. The salvation 
Christ has brought is full and free. When 
we are drawn to Christ and surrender to 
his call, we are "brought into his recov-
ery room." As with physical healing, 
sometimes things are changed miracu-
lously, dramatically and a person is 
totally well—right away. Sometimes 
there is a long process in the steps to 
recovery. The same is true of our spirit-
ual healing: Some are made instantly 
and totally whole; old habits and pat-
terns are removed; old scars are blessedly 
healed and people go their way rejoic-
ing. For others it is a process of steps to 
recovery. 
This is where the community of faith 
enters the picture to become a support 
team for recovering people. As the 
health support team of doctors, nurses, 
physical therapists, dieticians, etc. work-
ed together in my interest, so the body of 
Christ joins hands in support of people 
who have come to know God's grace but 
who have need of help in the steps to 
recovery. 
We are becoming aware of the terrible 
scars some people carry into their pro-
cess of faith in Christ: physical, emo-
tional, mental, and sexual abuse from 
childhood that sometimes plague even 
people who have come to know Christ. 
Mind-altering addictions, binding ha-
bits, and destructive thought and emo-
tional patterns are not always instantly 
taken away when a person comes to 
faith in Christ. We are called to love, 
understand, and care for such people as 
they are taking steps to recovery. 
And so we are a community of care, 
seeking to provide wholeness for people 
who have come to salvation in Christ. 
With understanding, patience, and grace 
we will help them with their next steps to 
recovery as they leave the old behind 
and move into the new life in Christ as a 
part of the family of God. 
Owen H. Alderfer is 
bishop of the Central 
Conference of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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